
City wants your help 
flushing drinking water 
    In an effort to better its drinking 
water, city officials are scooting up 
its schedule for a widespread flush-
ing of the system. Typically a “hard 
flush” is conducted twice a year. 
The fall flush isn’t normally con-
ducted until November, say city offi-
cials. However, it’s going to start 
Thursday and run through 
Monday. City Administrator 
Diane Ford-Benningfield 
says complaints about dis-
coloration, smell and qual-
ity have prompted this 
response. Customers of 
the Marion water system 
are being asked to conduct a home 
flushing of their own. The city ad-
ministrator said that starting this 
weekend, residents are strongly en-
couraged to open every faucet and 
valve to help flush the entire sys-
tem. That means toilets, sinks, tubs, 
showers, outside spigots and any 
other water lines should be opened 
and allowed to run for 2-3 minutes. 
The city will be flushing lines 
overnight from 8 p.m., to 5 a.m., 
each day through Monday. Cus-
tomers could experience low pres-
sure during the flushing periods. 
Water line breaks are also common 
during massive flushing operations, 
Ford-Benningfield said. “We are 
asking for your patience while we 
conduct this operation,” she said. 
 

Hunters moving in 
   The first big weekend for deer 
hunters is just ahead with the two-
day muzzleloader season. Hunting 
is the community’s second largest 
tourist attraction and the sector is 
also affecting the price of undevel-
oped property in Crittenden County. 
Last weekend was the youth hunt. 
See photos on page 9A. 
 

Vocational Open House 
   Caldwell Regional Career Center, 
often referred to as the Area Voca-
tional School, is hosting an open 
house from 5-7 p.m., Thursday, 
Oct. 26. Guests can find out about 
programs available for students. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Oct. 18 at the new Crittenden 
County Office Complex. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Elections will meet at 3:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 19 at Crittenden 
County Office Complex. Testing of 
the election tabulating equipment 
will take place. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday Oct. 19 at its office 
on East Bellville Street.  

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet Tues-
day, Oct. 24 at 8:30 a.m., at the 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 23 at Deer Lakes meet-
ing room. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Oct. 24 at Crittenden 
County Middle School. 
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New surgeon 
joins hospital 
team this month 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Crittenden Com-
munity Hospital 
has announced that 
it will be adding a 
general surgeon to 
the local staff later 
this month.  

Dr. Eric Kivisto, 
58, and his wife, 
Liz, who is a nurse, 
will provide inte-
grated care in Marion.  

Kivisto is a native of Wheaton, 
Ill. He obtained a Doctorate of Os-
teopathy Medicine from Chicago 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
He has more than 30 years expe-
rience in general surgery. 

Crittenden Community Hospital 
CEO Shawn Bright said the doc-
tor has an esteemed professional 
history and excellent record as a 
surgeon. 

Kivisto’s practice includes gen- 
 

See DOC/page 3A 

STAFF REPORT 
There are four major trans-

portation arteries connecting 
Marion and Crittenden 
County to the outside world 
and beginning Monday one of 
them will be shut off. 

When state highway KY 
120 closes next week at 
what’s known as the Mon-
tezuma Bridge at the Critten-
den and Webster County 
line, there will be months of 
inconvenience for com-
muters. Some observers are 
concerned about traffic safety 
and wear on local infrastruc-

ture while the highway is 
shut down between Marion 
and Providence. 

The state has not issued an 
official alternative truck 
route or traffic detour. In-
stead, its notice reads, 
“Trucks should seek an ap-
proved state route based 
upon weight classification.” 

Commuters who will be cut 
off by the highway closure 
have varied plans for driving 
around. There are two other 
nearby bridges across the 
Tradewater River that sepa-
rates the two counties. One, 

known as the Bellville Bridge, 
is  across the river where 
Providence Road in Critten-
den County meets Bellville 
Road in Webster County. 
Those are both narrow, wind-
ing county roads ill prepared 
for heavy traffic. The other 
bridge is on KY 132. It 
crosses the river near the in-
tersection of Cool Springs 
Road in what’s known as the 
Enon Church area of Critten-
den County.  

Due to the extended clo-
sure, Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet has 

recommended a marked de-
tour along KY 109 North from 
Providence to U.S. 60 West at 
Sullivan, then along U.S. 60 
East to Marion. The detour 
will add 8.4 miles or 11 min-
utes to a trip between Marion 
and Providence, transporta-
tion cabinet spokesman 
Keith Todd said. 

“No Through Trucks” sig-
nage will be placed at the KY 
139 end of Shady Grove-
Providence Road and at the 
Providence end of Bellville 
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At Montezuma Bridge | Crittenden-Webster Line 

Highway closing Monday 

STAFF REPORT 
Teacher Casey Evans 

and Crittenden Hospital 
emergency director 
Michelle Grise put Evans’ 
students to the test re-
cently to develop the ideal 
ER. 

The collaboration is mu-
tually beneficial for stu-
dents taking medical 
curriculum and the hospi-
tal.  

“This allows us to collab-
orate and let students 
know we are here for them, 
because they are our fu-
ture,” said Grise, an emer-
gency room nurse 
practitioner and retired 
combat medic. 

Students in Evans’ bio-
medical innovations class 
were tasked with creating a 
functioning ER on paper, 
complete with a simple 

blueprint and analysis of 
necessities for triaging and 
treating patients of all 
ages. 

“This is building a bridge 
and a foundation,” Grise 
said. “Having students un-
derstand when they leave 
high school, they have ca-
reer opportunities not just 
in the clinical portion, but  

 
See TEST/page 2A 

detour

Family and friends of 
Ray O’Neal were on 
hand Monday as he 
formally resigned as 
police chief after 
serving the city for 
about 17 years as 
head of the depart-
ment. Mayor D’Anna 
Browning presented 
the chief with a 
plaque recognizing 
his service. Former 
Mayor Mickey 
Alexander said a few 
words and council 
members thanked 
O’Neal for his dedica-
tion and service to 
Marion. O’Neal will 
stay on the police 
force as a security of-
ficer at city hall.

O’Neal steps down as chief; will provide city hall security
STAFF REPORT 

Most of the memories registered in 
Ray O’Neal’s 17-year police chief 
memior are pleasant reminders of 
what it’s like to do a job you enjoy in 
a commuity you love. Yet, there have 
been some tense – even hazardous – 
encounters that are sober reminders 
of the ocupation. 

On Monday, O’Neal formally sub-
mitted his resignation as chief of the 
Marion Police Department. He steps 
down as head of the force, but will 
stay on as a full-time security officer 
at city hall and ABC coordinator. 

A few weeks ago, Marion began fa-

cilitating district, circuit and family 
court in the council chambers. Until a 
new justice center is build in the cen-
ter of town, city hall will continue 
hosting those regular proceedings 
that often include criminal, civil and 
custody matters. Due to the nature of 
those functions inside the city’s home 
for other government activities, the 
mayor and other city leaders have de-
cided that regular security is neces-
sary. 

O’Neal, who will turn 62 next week, 
is ready for the change of pace. He 
will, however, be available to fill in 
from time to time as a patrolman, 

when needed. 
Over the course of his career, O’Neal 

recalls those times when deadly force 
was involved in arrests. He remem-
bers a couple of times in particular 
when shots were fired. Once, a local 
resident was wounded when he 
charged with a knife at the chief and 
another officer. Although those are 
the things he’d like to forget, they’re 
ever present. 

O’Neal is a 24-year veteran of the 
local police force. He left the coal 
mines and hired on with the city a few  
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Dr. Kivisto

HS Med students put to test
Luke Drawdy and other CCHS students discuss plans for an emergency department.



A host of activities will 
entertain participants of 
the Community Arts 
Foundation’s (CAF) Fall 
Into the Arts event Sat-
urday, Oct. 21 at Fohs 
Hall. 

The event combines 
highlights from the 
former Christmas in Mar-
ion arts and crafts show 
– like bread and candy 
sales by Crittenden 
County Homemakers – 
and fun for kids like the 
pedal tractor pull rem-
iniscent of Marion’s Her-
itage Days festival. 

Food vendors will be on 
hand, and a limited 

number of unique bowls 
glazed by Crittenden 
County High School art 
students will be available 
through a Soup-ort the 
Arts fundraiser for CAF. 

Participation in most 
activities is free thanks to 
sponsorship by a number 
of by local banks and or-
ganizations. There is no 
admission to the event, 
but some activities re-
quire a fee. 

A kid zone will feature 
inflatables, face painting, 
pumpkin painting and a 
coloring contest. 

Many activities will be 
offered all day; however, 

others will begin at spe-
cific times, including: 

•Darts for Cash, 10 
a.m. 

•Cake Walk, 10 a.m. 
•Children’s costume 

contest, 11 a.m. 
•Soup-ort the Arts, 11 

a.m. 
•Pedal tractor pull, 

11:30 a.m. 
Organized more than 

30 years ago, the Com-
munity Arts Foundation 
promotes and sponsors-
special community 
events and art opportuni-
ties to residents of Crit-
tenden County and the 
surrounding area.  

TEST 
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also in dietary, house-
keeping, medical records 
and admissions is impor-
tant.” 

Student projects were 
judged by two members 
of the Crittenden Hospi-
tal staff on design, staff-
ing proposals and 
analysis of two hypothe-
tical patients arriving at 
their fictitious ER.  

Ultimately, the winning 
trio of Ava Henry, Kira 
Belt and Emily Adams 
earned top marks by 
hospital judges. 

Grise said the student 
work was impressive and 
contained obvious 
thought and considera-
tion. 

Senior Haylee Perrin, 
who is planning on a ca-
reer in the medical field, 
considers herself lucky to 
have been exposed to the 
curriculum in Evans’ 
class.  

“I want to be an endro-
chrenologist and come 
back to this area, and 

since working in a hospi-
tal I realize how much 
stuff we do here is rel-
evant, like blood typing,” 
Perrin said. “We have 
such a head start over 
anyone going to college.” 

Grise’s continued con-
nections to Fort Camp-
bell will allow Evans’s 
students to attend a live 
simulation of the military 
base’s Tactical Combat 
Casualty Care Course in 
either November or 
January. 

Grise was a combat 
medic for 18 months in 
Iraq between 2005-2006 
and a medic for a year in 
Afghanistan in 2012-
2013. After nearly 21 

years in the U.S. Army, 
she retired in 2014 and 
pursued a nurse prac-
titioner degree, which 
she now uses in the 
emergency department at 
Crittenden Hospital. 

She says connections 
she made in her career 
have led her to teach 
trauma and American 
Heart Association classes 
in St. Croix, USVI twice 
this year. That is another 
example of the types of 
opportunities Evans’ stu-
dents have as they plan 
for careers; however, she 
hopes some will wind up 
at the hospital across the 
highway from their high 
school.

Linzy 
Rebecca” Becky” Linzy, 

75, of Paducah, died 
Sunday, Oct. 15, 2023 at 
Baptist Health Paducah. 

She was a RN and 
nursing supervisor at 
Baptist Health Paducah 
for over 40 
years. She 
was an 
avid UK 
basketball 
fan who 
loved her 
family. 

Surviving 
are two 
sisters, Linda (Stanley) 
Asbridge  of Bowling 
Green and Amanda 
McMain of Salem; two 
brothers, Roger Dale 
Linzy of Bowling Green, 
Tim (Vickie) Linzy  of Bu-
chanan, Tenn.; a sister-
in-law, Charlene Linzy of 
Sullivan; three nieces, 
Samantha (Damion) 
Greer of Salem, Kallie 
Linzy of Corpus Christi, 
Texas, Madalyn (Eric) 
Henson of Murray; and 
six nephews, Matthew 
(Toree) McMain of Mur-
ray, Ben Linzy of Milwau-
kee, Wisc., Steven Linzy 
of Sullivan, Caleb (Holly) 
Asbridge of Bowling 
Green, Phillip Linzy of 
Brownsville and  Brent 
(Amanda) Linzy of Leitch-
field. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Roger and Nellie (Gilland) 
Linzy; two sisters-in-law, 
Sandra Linzy and Ed-
wina Linzy; a brother-in-
law, Jesse McMain; and 
two brothers, Steve Linzy 
and David Linzy. 

Funeral services will be 
at 11 a.m., Wednesday, 
Oct. 18 in the chapel of 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services. 
Burial will follow in the 
Dycusburg Cemetery, 
with Bro. Gary Hardesty 
officiating. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from 5-8 p.m., 
Tuesday, Oct. 17. 

Paid obituary 

Watson 
Helen Watson, 77, of 

Marion, died Thurs-
day, Oct. 12, 2023 at 
Livingston Hospital 
and Healthcare Serv-
ices. 

She was a home-
m a k e r 
who loved 
to work in 
the yard. 
She was a 
member of 
F a i t h 
Aposto l i c 
Church in Princeton. 
She loved spending 
time with her family. 

Surviving are a 
daughter, Carla (Rick) 
Wiggins of Salem; two 
sons, Stan (Angie) Wat-
son and Jeff Watson, 
both of Martin, Tenn.; 
six sisters, Shirley Es-
sertier of Paducah, 
Judy Faught of Mar-
ion, Kaye Jones of 
Smithland, Barbara 
“Cotty” Browning of 
Marion, Jerri “Tad” 
Johnson of Tolu and 
Debbie Summers of 
Marion; three grand-
children, Josh Wig-
gins, Victoria Wiggins 
and Lily Watson; and a 
great-grandchild, Fin-
ley Wiggins. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Raymond Carter Wat-
son; her parents, Tru-
man and Ocie 
(Durham) Williams; 
two sisters, Betty 
Flowers and Louise 
Turley; and a brother, 
Ray Williams. 

Services will be at 3 
p.m., Sunday, Oct. 22, 
in the chapel of Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services. 
Bro. Stan Watson and 
Bro. Rick Wiggins will 
officiate. Burial will 
follow in Tyners 
Chapel Cemetery. 

Friends may visit 
with the family from 

noon until the funeral 
hour, Sunday, Oct. 22, 
until the funeral hour, 
in the chapel of Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services. 

Crawford 

Sharon Crawford, 
69, of Salem, died 
Sunday, Oct. 15, 2023, 
at Salem Springlake 
Health and Rehab.  

She was a member of 
Mt. Zion Free Will Bap-
tist Church in Salem.   

Surviving are her 
husband, 
J a m e s 
Craw fo rd 
of Salem; 
a son, 
J a m e s 
M a t t h e w 
Craw fo rd 
of Paducah; a daugh-
ter, Felicia A. Crawford 
of Paducah; a grand-
child, Jaedan Graham 
of Paducah; a great 
grandchild, Phoenix 
Dodson of Paducah; a 
sister, Faylena Craw-
ford of Louisville; two 
brothers, Aaron "Kim" 
Qualls and Richard 
"Kelly" Qualls, both of  
Indianapolis, Ind.; and 
several nieces and 
nephews.  

 She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Yvonne Moss Craw-
ford; and two brothers, 
Gregory Moss and An-
thony Crawford.   

Services are at 1 
p.m., Saturday Oct. 21 
at Gilbert Funeral 
Home with burial in 
Lewis Cemetery. The 
family will receive vis-
itors from 10:30 a.m., 
until service time at 
the funeral home. 
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• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
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Webcasting
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Online 
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gilbertfunerals.com 

 

STAFF REPORT 
A gas pump in Marion 

is turning Rocket fuel 
into Rocket funds. 

Ideal Market on Stur-
gis Road will donate one 
cent of every gallon of gas 
sold on its Spirit Pump to 
Crittenden County 
Schools’ athletic depart-
ment.  

Representatives from 
the school district and 
Rocket Oil gathered 
Tuesday, Oct. 17 to un-
veil the spirit pump, 
which became opera-

tional Oct. 11. 
Madisonvil le-based 

Rocket Oil, which owns 
26 stores in the region, 
chose Crittenden County 
as its second location for 
a Spirit Pump, thanks in 
part to the encourage-
ment of manager Pattie 
Hackney of Marion. A 
pilot project placed the 
company’s first Spirit 
Pump three years ago in 
Muhlenberg County, ac-
cording to Kim Simons, 
Rocket Oil’s engagement 
manager. 

On average, the pump 
in Muhlenberg County 
generates $3,000 per 
year in funds for the 
school district. 

“We came up with the 
idea internally, and it is 
our hope that it draws 
more people in to the 
store so that we can give 
back to the school,” Si-
mons said.  

The first check will be 
given to CCHS in August 
2024. 

An unveiling of the Spirit Pump at Ideal Market in Marion was attended by represen-
tatives of Madisonville-based Rocket Oil and the Crittenden County School District. 
From left are Rocket Oil engagement manager Kim Simons, Crittenden County Su-
perintendent Tonya Driver, athletic director Bryan Qualls, public relations director 
Tiffany Blazina, Ideal manager Pattie Hackney, Rocket Oil district manager Ray Pow-
ell, operations manager Tony Lile and Rocket Oil owner Tom Eveland. 

Pump fuels CCHS athletics
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New Beginnings soon turns 16  
Salem residents and representatives of New Beginnings, the Salem behavioral health 
service, recognized the National Prayer Day for Recovery and Understanding Oct. 3 
with a noon gathering led by Bro. Ross Atwell. From left are Paula Berry, Rose Demp-
sey, Devon Atwell, Ross Atwell, Peggy Fraliex, Tyler Coleman and Teresa Robertson,. 
New Beginnings will celebrate 16 years of services to the Crittenden and Livingston 
county area on Oct. 31. New Beginnings treats individuals living with mental health 
conditions, including depression. 

Extension  
events 

The following events 
are being offered by the 
Crittenden County Ex-
tension Service the re-
mainder of October: 

• Family and Con-
sumer Sciences agent Re-
becca Woodall will host 
Food the Thought at 
noon, Monday, Oct. 23 at 
the Extension Office. Talk 
about ideas and for 
Homemaker clubs and 
ways to increase mem-
bership. A light lunch will 
be provided.  

• Rebecca Woodall will 
present “Budgets & 
Money Habits” a 5:30 
p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 24. 

This class, co-sponsored 
by the Crosswalk 
Academy at Crittenden 
County Schools, will help 
identify money habits 
and learn how to budget 
household income. This 
class counts towards re-
quired Community 
Christmas credits. Call 
the Extension Office to 
register at (270) 965-
5236. 

• Dee Heimgartner will 
host a Small Ruminant 
Nutrition Class at 6 p.m., 
Tuesday, Oct. 24 at the 
Extension Annex. This 
class will focus on forage 
testing, body condition 
score and ration spread-
sheets. Call (270) 965-
5236 to register.  

• FCS agent Rebecca 
Woodall will host a self-

care meeting at 2 p.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 25. 
Learn how to extend the 
same kindness and con-
sideration to yourself as 
you do to those around 
you. Call (270) 965-5236 
to register.  

• Cooking Club will 
meet at 1:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, Oct. 26 at the Exten-
sion Annex.  

• FCS agent Rebecca 
Woodall will host a Time 
Management class at 
5:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Oct. 26 at the Extension 
annex. Participants will 
learn how to prioritize 
their time to meet all 
their family’s needs. This 
counts toward required 
Community Christmas 
credits. Call (270) 965-
5236 to register. 

Kenergy invites its 
members to attend its 
annual Member Appreci-
ation Day from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 24 at 
its Marion office on Mott 
City Road. 

Members will receive a 
free lunch including a 
sandwich, chips, cookie, 
and water along with a 
free bucket, light bulb, 
and night light while 
supplies last.  

Kenergy will be giving 
out one $250 gift card at 
each of its five participa-
tion locations, including 
those in Owensboro, 
Hanson, Hawesville and 

Henderson, in addition 
to Marion.  

Those who cannot at-
tend can visit www.ken-
ergycorp.com on Member 
Appreciation Day, Oct. 
24 from from 11:00 a.m. 
until 11:59 p.m. to reg-
ister for the gift card.  

Proof of membership is 
required at each location. 
Members can bring a 
copy of their Kenergy bill 
or show their active 
SmartHub mobile app. 
All Kenergy offices will be 
closed from 10:30 a.m. 
until 2:30 p.m. on Oct. 
24. 

Kenergy hosts lunch, 
giveaways Oct. 24

Job Fair  
Oct. 25 

The first in what or-
ganizers hope will be an 
ongoing series of career 
fairs will be held in Mar-
ion Wednesday, Oct. 25. 

West Kentucky Work-
force Board representa-
tive Fred Stubblefield has 
organized the first event 
to help link Crittenden 
County business and in-
dustries and perspectives 
employees. 

The event will be held 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., at 
the Crittenden County 
Public Library. 

Representatives from 
Par 4, Crittenden Com-
munity Hospital, Five 
Star and the 88 Dip will 
be in attendance. 

Stubblefield would like 
to have a second job fair 
in Marion before the end 
of the year. 

CHIEF 
Continued from page 1 

years before the late Ken-
neth Winn retired as 
chief. O’Neal’s late father, 
Jim, had also been a po-
liceman. 

“The community has 
treated me very well. 
Around here, I think 
what we do is respected,” 
O’Neal said. “I have 
worked for three different 
mayors and all have been 
good to me. I can’t com-
plain.” 

The national average 
for police chiefs is a five-
year career, O’Neal said. 
He’s more than tripled it. 

“I have worked for good 
people and had good 
people working for me. 
That’s one thing I have 
always taken pride in, 
having good police of-
ficers.” 

O’Neal said the 2009 

Ice Storm also sticks in 
his mind. That event re-
quired several long days 
of difficult work, mostly 
providing initial response 
and care for the com-
munity paralyzed by 
Mother Nature. Officers 
slept on cots in city hall 
to be available around 
the clock. 

Times have often been 
trying, but O’Neal will 
fondly recall his tenure 
as Marion’s third chief. 
There have been just 
three police chiefs here 
over the last 68 years. 
O’Neal was preceded by 
Winn and Ollie Brown.  

“Really, it’s bitter-
sweet,” O’Neal said. “But 
I will still be around and 
I can still get out and do 
some policing.” 

Mayor D’Anna Brown-
ing plans to name 
O’Neal’s successor as 
chief in a few days.

Cozart earns 
UK award 

Destiny Cozart of Lex-
ington was honored with 
the Lyman T. Johnson 
Torch Bearer award from 
the Univer-
sity of Ken-
t u c k y ’ s 
College of 
P u b l i c 
Health.  

T h e 
award, pre-
sented Sat-
urday, Oct. 14, is given 
to students with out-
standing academic 
achievement who have 
the capacity to impact 
the lives of others and 
their community.  

Cozart will complete 
her Masters of Public 
Health with a concentra-
tion in Health Manage-
ment and Policy in May 
2024. 

She is the daughter of 
David and Nekesha Co-
zart. 

DOC 
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eral surgery, laparosco-
pic and endoscopic 
procedures, wound care 
and colon and rectal sur-
gery.  

Most recently, Kivisto 
has worked for Southern 
Illinois Healthcare where 
he served as an acute 
care general surgeon. 
Previously, he served for 
10 years as the general 
surgeon for multiple fa-
cilities in the Northern 

Region for OSF Health-
care network, a not-for-
profit Catholic health 
care organization that 
operates a medical 
group, hospital system 
and other health care fa-
cilities in Illinois and 
Michigan. Kivisto was a 
director and chair of the 
surgical services commit-
tee with OSF. 

“As someone who is a 
native to small-town liv-
ing, Kivisto makes sure 
to touch on the premise 
that the best opportunity 
to holistically care for a 

patient throughout the 
entirety of their health-
care needs, with a seam-
less transition to follow 
through with care, exists 
best in small towns,” the 
hospital said in a state-
ment. 

Liz Kivisto has a bach-
elor of science degree in 
nursing and will be work-
ing alongside Dr. Kivisto 
as his nurse in both the 
operating room and 
clinic.  

“By doing so, this pro-
vides the patients with 
an increased continuity 

of care that not one, but 
two healthcare profes-
sionals will follow a pa-
tient from start to finish,” 
the hospital’s news re-
lease said.   

Mrs. Kivisto has more 
than 20 years experi-
ence, including specialty 
healthcare, leadership 
and management. She 
has served on the the Na-
tional Council of State 
Board of Nursing 
(NCSBN) for multiple 
years.



Trial date set for Marion 
man accused of murder 

A trial date has been set for next 
fall in the murder case of a Marion 
man accused of stabbing a Liv-
ingston woman to death in her home 
near Carrsville on March 27, 2021. 

Claude Brown, 26, is charged with 
capital murder and felony first-de-
gree burglary in the case involving 
the death of 56-year-old Karla S. 
Haley. 

Livingston Circuit Court Judge 
James R. Redd III recently set the jury 
trial date for Oct. 14, 2024. 

Brown has been held on a $1 mil-
lion bond in Christian County Jail 
since he was arrested a year and a 
half ago. 

Brown, whose address is listed as 
Rochester Street in Marion, was re-
portedly in the area of Carrsville on 
the date of the alleged murder with a 
friend who was doing work at a 
nearby residence. 

Haley was stabbed multiple times 
with an ice pick. She was taken by 
EMS to Livingston Hospital where she 
later succumbed to her injuries. 

According to court records, Brown 
admitted to investigators that he had 
gone into Haley’s home on Lola Road 
near Berry’s Ferry Landing to get a 
drink. When he encountered the vic-
tim, she began to scream and asked 
if he was going to assault her. Brown 
told authorities, according to court 
records, that he feared she would 
call police so he stabbed her. He 
then attempted to flee the area but 
detained by another man who was 
reportedly working next door to the 
crime scene until a deputy arrived.  

Brown was covered in blood, ac-
cording to the criminal citation.  

Court records say Brown told au-
thorities where the alleged murder 
weapon could be found, and police 
recovered it. 

 

Blood drive Oct. 25 at 
Rocket arena by FCA 

There will be a blood drive at 
Rocket Arena from 8:30 a.m., to 
3:30 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 25. The 
blood drive is being promoted by the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
West Kentucky Regional Blood Center 
will donate $5 to the Crittenden FCA 
for each pint of blood collected. 
Typical blood donor guidelines apply 
and donors must be at least 17 years 
old or 16 with parent consent. For 
more information, call WKRBC at 
888-684-9296. 

 

Grand jury indicts Texas 
man accused of firing 
shots into SUV on I-24 

A Texas man accused of firing a 
9mm from his tractor-trailer into 
another vehicle driven on I-24 by a 
Crittenden County woman in August 

has been indicted by a Lyon County 
Grand Jury on two counts of felony 
wanton endangerment. 

Laurie Yates of Marion and her 
teenage nephew were traveling home 
on the interstate from Nashville a 
couple of months ago when it’s al-
leged that Leland Bernard Blake, 58, 
of Dallas fired at least two shots that 
struck her SUV. 

Blake is scheduled to be arraigned 
in Lyon Circuit Court on Nov. 6. 

The incident allegedly happened 
along Interstate 24 between Exits 56 
and 45 near the border of Lyon and 
Trigg counties. 

Yates and her nephew were not 
injured. 

 

641’s southern upgrades 
going online near Murray 

Gov. Andy Beshear joined state 
and local officials last week to cere-
monially open the new, long-awaited 
four-lane section of U.S. Highway 
641 in southern Calloway County. 

The new roadway covers 5.6 miles 
from Murray to Hazel, on the Ken-
tucky-Tennessee line. It will com-
plete Kentucky’s section of a corridor 
from Interstate Highway 69 at Ben-
ton to Paris, Tenn., and Interstate 
Highway 40 to the south. The cur-
rent two-lane U.S. 641 carries about 
6,000 vehicles a day. 

This was $37.6 million invest-
ment, the governor said. The new 
highway is expected to be open to 
traffic this week. Construction crews 
were wrapping up work on the final 
connecting points to the existing 
roadway last week. 

Jim Smith Contracting of Grand 
Rivers is the prime contractor for the 
project. Construction was jump-
started with a $23 million federal 
BUILD grant. 

 

3 named to fund board 
Marion City Council has appointed 

three individuals to serve new terms 
on the Marion Revolving Loan Fund’s 
board of directors. The group pro-
vides economic development assis-
tance to entrepreneurs.  

Named as directors during Mon-
day’s city council meeting were 
Mindy Withrow, Andy Hunt and 
Melissa Gilland. These are 4-year 
terms on the 7-member board.  
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Letters Policy 
The Crittenden Press accepts 

and encourages letters to the 
editor on a variety of subjects. 
Letters should be submitted by 
5 p.m., Friday the week before 
publication. Submissions must 
include only the author’s name 
(no multiple names or groups), 
address, including hometown, 
phone number and signature. 
Neither phone numbers nor 
exact addresses will be pub-
lished. They are for our records 
only in order to authenticate a 
letter’s author. Letters should 
typically not exceed 300 words. 
No letters will be accepted sup-
porting or opposing political can-
didates in the week prior to the 
election. Email your letters to us 
at thepress@the-press.com.

BY MELISSA PATRICK 
KENTUCKY HEALTH NEWS 

Open enrollment for 
Medicare occurs each 
year from Oct. 15 
through Dec. 7, with new 
coverage starting Jan. 1. 
During this period you 
can change your choice 
of health coverage or add, 
drop, or change Medicare 
drug coverage. 

People with Medicare 
can get coverage through 
either original Medicare 
or one of the Medicare 
Advantage plans, which 
are private insurance of-
ferings under contract 
with the federal govern-
ment to provide 
Medicare-covered bene-
fits. 

It is often reported that 
one of the biggest pitfalls 
of Advantage plans, 
which manage the care 
for most Medicare benefi-
ciaries, is that they often 
have a limited network of 
doctors and hospitals 
and often charge more to 
see out-of-network 
providers, if a person is 
allowed to see them at all. 
In other words, a person 
doesn't have the same 
level of choice as they 
would with an original 
Medicare plan. Also, Ad-
vantage plans are re-
ported to require a high 
number of prior authori-
zations that can lead to 
denial of coverage.   

Longtime health jour-
nalist Trudy Lieberman 
has often written about 
the challenges of 
Medicare Advantage 
plans, noting that the 
lure of low premiums and 
added benefits like dental 
care and gym member-
ships seems great when 
you are well, but it's im-

portant to remember that 
these plans may not offer 
what you need if you get 
sick.  

Lieberman reminds 
you to see what an Ad-
vantage plan offers if you 
get sick or get a get a se-
rious illness, including 
your out-of-pocket maxi-
mums, and what the 
rules are if you switch 
back to an original 
Medicare plan; if you de-
veloped a health condi-
tion while on Advantage, 
it could be hard to switch 
back.  

The rationale for Ad-
vantage plans is the flat 
fee they get for each en-
rollee and their manage-
ment of the enrolleees' 
care to limit claims for 
care. Writing for Jacobin, 
which calls itself "a lead-
ing voice of the American 
left," Matthew Cunning-
ham-Cook and Lucy 
Dean Stockton call the 
approach an incentive to 
"ration care, leading to 
high rates of wrongful 
claim denials, worse 
health outcomes, and 
costly administrative 
headaches for providers." 

The writers note that 
research by the Medicare 
Payment Advisory Coun-
cil, an independent 
agency that advises Con-
gress on Medicare, shows 
that the program has not 
yielded savings in the two 
decades since it was es-
tablished, despite propo-
nents' claims that it 
would do so. A report by 
Physicians for a National 
Health Program says Ad-
vantage plans overcharge 
$88 billion to $140 billion 
a year. 

The report "identified 
four major ways that pri-

vate insurers systemati-
cally exploit the publicly 
funded national health 
insurance program while 
denying care to the na-
tion’s most vulnerable 
patients," the Jacobin ar-
ticle says. The four ways 
are favorable selection 
and deselection, which 
causes Advantage clients 
to use fewer services than 
those on original 
Medicare; upcoding, 
which makes patients ap-
pear sicker than they are; 
quality benchmarks and 
county bonuses that "fail 
to capture savings for the 
Medicare program [ac-
cording to MedPAC]; and 
induced utilization, an 
assumption that Advan-
tage plans provide more 
care than they actually 
do, so they get paid more. 

Lieberman, noting that 
the federal government 
continues to move away 
from traditional Medicare 
to some version of priva-
tized managed care, like 
Medicare Advantage, 
Lieberman concludes her 
story for the USC Annen-
berg Center for Health 
Journalism by asking, 
"Will this latest Medicare 
experiment, which brings 
in more private equity 
firms that want a piece of 
the program, really solve 
Medicare’s cost problem, 
or will it simply hand 
over more of the program 
to private companies 
seeking to grow their 
profits? Is this solution 
really in the best interest 
of America’s seniors and 
their health, or another 
clever instance of Ameri-
can companies mining 
the health-care system 
for fresh profits?"

Medicare Open Erollment through Dec. 7 
Advantage vs Original

KY120 
Continued from page 1 

Road and “Road closed 
ahead” signage will be 
placed on both ends of 
KY 120 to provide ad-
vance notification of the 
closed area. 

Enhanced enforcement 
will be observing for al-
ternate routes to ensure 
trucks are not traveling 
inappropriate county 
roads. 

Dan Wood, a longtime 
Shady Grove resident 
who served as a county 
magistrate for more than 
20 years, hopes commer-
cial vehicles will adhere 
to the suggested detour. 
Wood fears large trucks 
on small county back-
roads will be problem-
atic. 

“We just got Providence 
Road repaired and in 
pretty good shape over 
the last few years. I 
would hate to see tractor-
trailer traffic through 
there because it would 
not hold up,” Wood said. 

Scott Belt, the current 
magistrate representing 
the affected area in east-
ern Crittenden County, 
says he’s received just 
one phone call and 
fielded no other concerns 
about the closure. 

“Dan Wood called me. 
He is the only person I 
have heard from,” Belt 
said. 

Russell Edwards oper-
ates a hunting preserve 
within sight of the bridge 
repair project. He says 
the prolonged shutdown 
will greatly affect his 
business, which attracts 

clients from all across 
the country and beyond. 
Most of them fly into 
nearby airports and then 
travel by vehicle to his 
lodge, which is in remote 
Crittenden County. Ed-
wards said GPS systems 
and online apps can be 
confusing at times. Peo-
ple traveling here without 
understanding the topog-
raphy can get themselves 
into a bind, he says, by 
blindly following online 
directions.  

“There could be times 
that those roads are 
under water,” he said. 
“We can start getting 
high water around No-
vember, and in that case 
Bellville Bridge goes 
under water before any-
thing else.” 

Edwards’ game bird 
hunting operation leases 
about 300 acres on the 
opposite side of the 
bridge in Webster 
County. He will be cut off 
from using that ground 
during the prime part of 
hunting season. 

“We go to Providence 3 
or 4 times a week for 
banking, hardware, gro-
ceries, just about every-
thing,” he said. “It’s going 
to be a big problem for 
me, and for getting my 
customers in here.  

“It’s aggravating. I 
know it has to be done, 
but it’s just a selfish plea. 
I wish they would have 
done this in May when 
there isn’t a threat of 
high water on these other 
roads,” he said. 

Marion resident Heath 
Martin is a policeman in 
Providence. He agrees 

that the closest alterna-
tive routes are subject to 
flooding. His normal 
commute to work will be 
about 15 to 20 minutes 
longer while KY 120 is 
closed. 

“If the water gets up, 
that would be about an 
hour,” he said, because 
the detour would take 
him through Madis-
onville.  

There are actually 
three bridges at the proj-
ect site on KY 120. The 
main bridge spanning 
the Tradewater River is 
okay, but two smaller 
bridges that cross a slew 
near the river need re-
placing. Cambry Con-
tracting, Inc., of 
Leitchfield is the primary 
contractor on the 
$727,224 bridge replace-
ment project. There is 
some indication that 
state transportation 
crews may try to replace 
the other small bridge 
while the highway is 
closed.  

A news release issued 
late last week said repair 
work should be done by 
January. A state highway 
engineer originally told 
local leaders a few 
months ago that it might 
take even longer. Most 
observers aren’t holding 
their breath. 

The bridge has had a 
reduced five-ton weight 
limit posted since sum-
mer. An electronic sign 
has been located just 
east of Marion on KY 120 
notifying motorists of the 
reduced weight limit and 
pending closure at the 
county line. 

STAFF REPORT 
Brothers-in-law Austin 

Robison and Darrell “DJ’ 
Todd, Jr., have opened 
Brothers Lumber Yard at 
1641 U.S. 60 East just 
outside the Marion City 
Limits. 

Robison, 31, who has 
made a career in the con-
struction industry, said 

lack of convenience and 
availability of lumber in 
Crittenden County were 
driving forces behind cre-
ation of the business. 

Brothers Lumber Yard 
is open weekdays and 
Saturday mornings. 

Robison also operates 
Robison Construction. 

The lumber yard will 

have a full line of prod-
ucts, including pole barn 
kits, hardware, windows 
and doors, floor joists 
and trusses. See their ad-
vertisement elsewhere in 
this issue of the newspa-
per. 

Delivery is available 
from Brothers Lumber. 

Lumber yard opening on north side
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It is dif昀cult to offer 
balance at times. The 
recent attack on Isra-
el by Hamas presents 
us with one of 
these times. 
The nature of 
the attack and 
the apparent 
funding by an 
outside agita-
tor means that 
there are vic-
tims on both 
sides of the 
con昀ict. There 
are many tak-
ing advantage 
of this to en-
sure that the 
hatred contin-
ues for anoth-
er generation, 
which indicates 
that peace is 
not the goal.

For those of us who 
have the luxury of time 
to think and enough dis-
tance to feel unthreat-
ened, this may be less a 
time to pick a side and 
more a time to pray. I am 
certain that many of us 
know people whose her-
itage is Palestinian, Jew-
ish, Christian, Muslim, 
Iranian, or Lebanese. This 
is a time of pain. This is a 
time to offer prayer for all 
to live up to the best of the 
words their faith has to 
offer for peace. With that 
in mind, here are some 
words to pray from the 
Old Testament, New Tes-
tament, and from ancient 
churches of the East (Ar-
menian); words for all of 
us to pray as we long for 
peace – everywhere. Re-
member Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, Ukraine and 
Russia, Myanmar, China, 
and India.

“It shall come to pass in 
the latter days

that the mountain of 
the house of the LORD

shall be es-
tablished as 
the highest of 
the mountains,

and shall be 
raised above 
the hills;

and all the 
nations shall 
昀ow to it,

and many 
peoples shall 
come, and say:

“Come, let 
us go up to the 
mountain of 
the LORD,

to the house 
of the God of 
Jacob;

that he may 
teach us his ways

and that we may walk 
in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go 
forth the law,

and the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between 
the nations,

and shall decide for 
many peoples;

and they shall beat 
their swords into plow-
shares,

and their spears into 
pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation,

neither shall they learn 
war anymore.” (Isaiah 
2:2-4, RSV)

“But if you have bitter 
jealousy and sel昀sh am-
bition in your hearts, do 
not boast and be false to 
the truth. This wisdom 
is not such as comes 
down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, dev-
ilish. For where jealousy 

and sel昀sh ambition ex-
ist, there will be disorder 
and every vile practice. 
But the wisdom from 
above is 昀rst pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, open 
to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without 
uncertainty or insincer-
ity. And the harvest of 
righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make 
peace.” (James 3:14-18, 
RSV)

An Armenian Prayer at 
night:

“O Lord our God,
keep us in peace during 

the night and at all times.
Keep our hearts and 

thoughts secure in holy 
reverence for you,

so that we may be pro-
tected at all times from 
the snares of the enemy.

And let us offer bless-
ing and glory

to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit,

now and forever, and 
unto the ages of ages.”

In Luke 14, Jesus tells 
a parable of a great feast 
to which all are invited. 
Isaiah 25 speaks of such 
a feast as well. Today, 
Christians all over the 
world come around a ta-
ble to continue sharing 
in that feast. It is called 
communion, eucha-
rist, or Lord’s Supper. In 
many churches, before 
this is shared, there is a 
recitation of a prayer – 
“The Kiss of Peace.” This 
calls those who are par-
ticipating into peace with 
each other and with God 
and hopes for all people 
to be united in Peace. It 
is Christian, but the hope 
is for all. This is the 昀rst 
part of the Kiss of Peace 

from the Coptic Tradi-
tion. It expresses hope in 
times of trouble.

“According to your good 
will, O God, 昀ll our hearts 
with your peace. Cleanse 
us from all blemish, all 
guile, all hypocrisy, all 
malice and the remem-
brance of evil which leads 
to death. And make us 
worthy, O our Master, to 
greet one another with a 
holy kiss; that without 
falling into condemna-
tion, we may partake of 
your immortal and heav-
enly gift, through Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

Finally, here are a few 
lines from Psalm 34:11-
15:

“Come, O sons and 
daughters, listen to me,

I will teach you the fear 
of the LORD.

Who is there who de-
sires life,

And covets many days, 
that he may enjoy good?

Keep your tongue from 
evil,

and your lips from 
speaking deceit.

Depart from evil, and 
do good;

seek peace, and pursue 
it.

The eyes of the LORD 
are toward the righteous,

and his ears toward 
their cry.”

Yes, cleanse us from 
all remembrance of evil 
which leads to death and 
teach us to forgive and 
heal.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Praying for Israel and Palestine

God equips us to fight against the devil
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n A CAIP informational meeting will be held at 7:30 a.m., 
Friday, Oct. 20 at the Crittenden County Conservation Dis-
trict of昀ce, 118 E. Bellville St., Marion. This free meeting 
will discuss reimbursable farm projects for producers in 
Crittenden and Livingston counties.

n CCHS SBDM will meet at 3:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 19 in 
the high school library.

n Crittenden County Republican Party will meet at 6 p.m., 
Thursday,  Oct. 19 in the new 昀scal court meeting room at 
Crittenden County Of昀ce Complex on Industrial Drive.
n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.
n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 5:30 
p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, opposite 
side of the building from the Thrift Store.

Does your group have something planned? Let us 
know. We post notes here at no charge. Email to the-

press@the-press.com or call (270) 965-3191.

Community Events & News

Question: I thought 
when I became a Christian, 
life would be easy sailing. 
Why is living for Jesus 
such a constant struggle?

Answer: Living the 
Christian life is not a walk 
in the park, but a life-long 
battle. We are caught up in 
a spiritual battle for control 
of our minds and hearts. As 
a Christian, you are battling 
an enemy, the devil, who is 
vicious and powerful. He is 
continuously trying to pull 
us down with his lies and 
temptations.  The Bible 
warns, “Our struggle is not 
against 昀esh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heav-
enly realms” (Eph. 6:12). 

However, in our contin-
uous spiritual battle, God 
has not sent us into it emp-
ty-handed. He provides all 
the weaponry we need to 
live victorious lives against 
the devil’s lies and tempta-
tions. That equipment He 
gives us to use is listed in 
Ephesians 6:14-18. It is: 
The belt of truth that pro-
tects us against Satan’s 
lies; the breastplate of 
righteousness will help us 
to make right choices; feet 

sandaled with readiness 
for sharing the gospel; 
the shield of faith will ex-
tinguish the 昀ery assaults 
of the evil one; the helmet 
of salvation will give us 
assurance we are God’s 
children; and our 昀ghting 

sword is the Word of God-
the Bible. 

So, let’s suit up and bat-
tle the devil daily. In Christ, 
our victory is certain!

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Crittenden County Board of Elections will offer excused in-
person absentee voting Oct. 25 to Nov. 1 during regular busi-
ness hours, weekdays 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., inside Crittenden
County Clerk’s Office in the new Crittenden County Office
Complex at 200 Industrial Dr. in Marion for General Election
voters who will be unable to vote in-person for Early Voting
or on Election Day. 

Voters must attest to their reason for being unable to vote
during Early Voting (Nov. 2-4) or on Election Day (Nov. 7).

This notice is given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

OCT. 25 - NOV. 1 VOTING BY EXCUSED
IN-PERSON ABSENTEE
Crittenden County Clerk’s Office

Crittenden County Office Complex
200 Industrial Dr., Marion, Ky.

E L E C T I O N  N O T I C E



Spiritual hunger brought settlers together

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Here is some interest-
ing history about the ear-
ly churches and religion 
in the area.

–––
There were four main-

line churches among the 
昀rst religious groups to 
come to this part of the 
new territory. It is from 
them that we learn their 
reasons for braving the 
wilderness and their 
journey through the Indi-
an-infested forests to this 
new frontier west of the 
Allegheny Mountains.  

–––
The Bible  Belt

Kentucky today reveals 
the great in昀uence that 
these 昀rst settlers had on 
the religious, education-
al, and political structure 
of our wonderful 
state. These 昀rst 
settlers were the 
Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Meth-
odists and Chris-
tians (Disci-
ples). These four 
churches gave 
Kentucky and 
the whole Ap-
palachian area 
its 昀rst religious 
identity, the “Bi-
ble Belt” of the 
country. There 
were many other 
denominations 
that came later 
that have had a 
tremendous in-
昀uence on the 
state’s character.

In was a little after the 
middle of the 18th Centu-
ry that the migrations of 
the settlers into the wil-
derness began. Different 
circumstances prompted 
their movement into ter-
ritorial Kentucky. These 
Presbyterians, Method-
ists and Baptists had 
their eyes on the great 
stretches of land beyond 
the mountains.  

Religious fervor had 
somewhat subsided in 
the 昀rst settlers when 
they 昀nally arrived in the 
wilderness of Kentucky.  
Their spiritual weariness 
was due to the persecu-
tions in the East and the 
long, hazardous journey. 
Reality had set in. It over-
came the excitement and 
romance of the “Prom-
ised Land.” They were 
travel-weary and home-
sick. It was very hard on 
the women and children. 
The loneliness hovered 
over everything. They 
could not return to their 
former homes, they had 
sold them. There was not 
the comfort of families 
left behind. Tragedy was 
in almost every cabin.

But the settlers still 
treasured the feeling of 
community and broth-
erhood of their church. 
This spiritual hunger 
brought them together as 
much as possible. They 
met in homes for prayer 
and in time the circuit 
rider preachers began to 
come through the area.

–––
Circuit Riders Beware 

of Danger
The Presbyterian 

Church U. S. A. was es-
tablished in Kentucky 
soon after the 昀rst set-
tlement of the state. His-
torical evidence indicates 
that the Presbyterian 
church was the 昀rst to 
send missionaries into 
the territory.  Most of 
them were Scoth-Irish 
Presbyterians.

The forming of the 
Presbyterian church in 
Kentucky was in 1783-
85, by Rev. David Rice, 
who was called the fa-
ther of the Presbyterian 
Church in Kentucky.  
He was born in Ha-
nover County, Va., on 
Dec. 29, 1773.  He was 
of the same generation 
of George Washington, 
1732, and Daniel Boone, 
1734.  His father immi-
grated from England. He 
was licensed to preach at 
Hanover College in 1762, 
and ordained in 1763.  
He began evangelistic 
work at once, and be-
came a great, dedicated 
missionary.

As time passed, explor-
ers came farther West, 
so Rice made the trek to 
a new land of Kentucky, 
taking the horseback cir-
cuit despite the fact that 
he had been told that 
no circuit rider preacher 
should go to Kentucky 
if afraid to die. Rice was 
one man who met the 

challenge and organized 
the 昀rst Presbyterian 
church in Kentucky, 
Cane Run, in 1783.  Min-
utes of the 1785 meeting 
of ministers record that a 
probationer named Ter-
ah Templin was present. 
Later ordained, Templin 
became an important 
missionary along the 
western Kentucky fron-
tier.  

–––
Kentucky’s Early

Explorers
In order to get an un-

derstanding of what Ken-
tucky was like, let’s look 
to history brie昀y and get 
a picture of the explorers.

We must remember 
that Kentucky and Ten-
nessee were claimed by 

the Indians, 
and that there 
was constant 
warfare with 
them. All the 
white settlers 
were also sol-
diers, and 
men carried 
their guns 
c o n s t a n t -
ly, even to 
church.

The wom-
en also were 
taught to 
shoot. Most 
of the 昀rst 
generation pi-
oneer preach-
ers had fought 
in Indian 
wars. Priva-

tion and hardships were 
well known to all. Wom-
en spun the thread from 
buffalo wool to make 
their clothes.  Their 
shoes were made from 
the hides.  There were no 
wagon roads, only blazed 
pathways. Their books: 
the Bible, hymn books, 
catechism and almanacs. 
These books were carried 
over the mountains and 
through the wilderness 
by pack horses.

Schools, as we know 
them today, were im-
possible.  Homes were 
schools, and religious 
services also were held in 
these homes or under the 
trees in the summer.

These Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians had a pro-
found reverence for the 
Sabbath. On the Sab-
bath, no doubt if we 

could go back and look 
into these homes, we 
would 昀nd every child 
either studying the cate-
chism or reciting it. (Cat-
echism was a book giving 
a brief summary of the 
basic principles of Chris-
tianity.)

The preacher likely 
had his gun lying on the 
pulpit as he preached.  A 
note from history is that 
a preacher who couldn’t 
preach “hell 昀re and 
damnation” for two hours 
was only “skimming the 
milk.”  If he could preach 
two hours before and two 
hours after dinner, he 
was considered a true 
preacher of the word.

A great controver-
sy was taking place in 
the Presbyterian U.S.A. 
ministry at the turn of 
the 19th Century. Such 
hoards of new settlers 
were pouring through 
the wilderness that there 
were not enough minis-
ters properly educated, 
to look after very many 
of the communities who 
desired to hold services.

So ordination of conse-
crated men without ed-
ucational requirements 
was urged. Other con-
cerns were the revival-
ists’ use of gospel songs 
instead of the psalms, 
their shouting was not 
approved of, and their 
night services were con-
sidered scandalous.

By 1805, the contro-
versy became a disturb-
ing issue. Finally, the 
Cumberland Presbyteri-
an Church was formed in 
1810.  The Cumberland 
Presbyterians did not 

disapprove of education, 
but to meet the emergen-
cy caused by the rapid 
extension of settlement 
was their purpose.  The 
revivals were continued.  
Camp meetings were the 
order of the day.

–––
The Revival of 1800
The revival of 1800, 

which really began in 

1796, was a great pow-
er.  Reverend James 
McGready became the 
greatest power of that 
revival, beginning in Lo-
gan County in 1800. He 
was the major 昀gure in 
the organization of the 
First Presbytery in West 
Kentucky in 1804. The 
country was opened to 
settlers, and Rev. James 
McCready blazed the trail 
on horseback into west-
ern Kentucky. 

McCready had come 
from Pennsylvania 
through North Carolina to 
Kentucky. At last, Cald-
well County, as we now 
know it, was reached. 
The 昀rst Presbyterian 
Church was organized in 
Caldwell County by Rev. 
McCready in 1798 and 
located at Centerville.   

The people came from 
30 to 40 miles around 
to attend the meeting 
house, either walking or 
by horseback.  Services 
were held in the morn-
ing and after dinner.  

The mid-day dinner was 
brought by the people at-
tending the services. 

The meeting house was 
made of logs and had a 
hard dirt 昀oor. There was 
a hole in the roof to al-
low the smoke to escape.  
This hole was in the cen-
ter of the ceiling.  Later 
chimneys were added to 
each of the two 昀replac-
es.  

–––
Not only did our 

forebears listen to the 
preaching of God’s word 
and receive salvation, it 
was a time of fellowship 
and visiting, which was 
dif昀cult at the time.

  (Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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The early circuit rider 
preachers had to be brave 
to travel across the savage 
land, knowing they might 
die in the process.

Rev. James McGready, the 
greatest power of the 1800s 
revival, blazed the trail on 
horseback into western 
Kentucky.



for sale
Oxy Acetylene welding out昀t 
with tanks, $150. (812) 499-
4073 Marion, KY. (1t-42-p)

Cold weather ahead? Sea-
soned 昀rewood. $60 short-
bed pickup load. Salem area, 
Call Brad, (270) 210-5620. 
(5t-45-p)

Classi昀ed advertising works! 
Customers tell us they sell 
their items faster than they 
expect by listing in The Crit-
tenden Press! Call (270) 965-
3191 to post a classi昀ed ad.

sales
Oct. 19, 20 and 21, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., at 47 Crayne Cemetery 
Rd, in Crayne (Omer house). 
Like new women’s plus-size 
clothing and jeans to 18W; 
shoes, purses, hair prod-
ucts, craft items, small animal 
cage, pet taxis, shears, cloth-
ing; throws, blankets, small 
appliances and misc. Christ-
mas items. No early birds. 
Rain cancels. Not responsi-
ble for accidents. (1t-42-p)

employment
The Crittenden County Sher-
iff’s Of昀ce is accepting appli-
cations for School Resource 
Of昀cer. We have an immedi-
ate start position. This posi-
tion is open to lateral transfers 
and eligible Kentucky retirees 
and open to eligible, out-
of-state, certi昀ed transfers 
with (Reciprocity). Starting 
pay is $25.00 per hour, plus 
KY KLEFPF funds, Monday 
through Friday work schedule 
during school hours. Job du-
ties will include but not be lim-

ited to, providing security to all 
School campuses, daily inter-
actions with students, provid-
ing help with school traf昀c in 
the morning and evening, as-
sisting with some after school 
functions, conducting daily 
safety checks throughout the 
schools and working with the 
State School Security Mar-
shal Of昀ce. Prefernce will be 
given to certi昀ed candidates 
with School Resource Of昀-
cer 1-3 training. Candidates 
who do not have these cer-
ti昀cations are encouraged to 
apply. Applications may be 
picked up at the Crittenden 
County Sheriff’s Of昀ce, ques-
tions can be directed to 270-
965-3400. (2t-42-c)
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking employ-
ees. We offer a competitive 
salary, bene昀ts package, and 
advancement opportunities.  
MTC is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran. To view 
current openings,  view qual-
i昀cations, and apply, please 
visit our website: www.mtc-
jobs.com “Building Tomor-
row’s Futures Today” (tfc-c)
LABORERS NEEDED IM-
MEDIATELY! Full-time local 
positions, 1st & 2nd shift.  
Good starting wage $16 or 
more based on skill & experi-
ence. Must pass background 
& drug screen.  Apply at Lib-
erty Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more info 
270-965-3613. Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer.    (tfc-c)

services
Offering in-home pedicures in 
Marion and surrounding area. 
Call Beautiful Nails at Home 
(270) 969-8477. (4t-46-p)
Better Built Home Solutions: 
Decks, Pressure washing, 
window washing, Roo昀ng, 
painting, tree trimming/cut-
ting, general maintenance 
jobs and much more! If you 
need a job done, Give me a 
call 270-704-1888. Free esti-
mates. (2t-42-c)

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel build-
ings, walls, sidewalks, drive-
ways, room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Construc-
tion. (20t-44-p)

Valley View Windows, custom 
built vinyl windows, 3-week 
lead time. Free estimates. 
We install for new construc-
tion and replacement. Dou-
ble-pane glass, low E and 
Argon or clear glass. Closed 
Thurs., Sat. and Sun. New 
Location: 2111 Turkey Knob 
Rd., Marion, Ky. 42064. 
(52t-26-p) 

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 83 
other Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah Sun, 
Kentucky New Era (Hopkins-
ville), The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for only 
$250. Save time and money 
by making one call for all! For 

more information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

public notice
Notice is hereby given that 
Viva La Cantina LLC is ap-
plying for a liquor license in 
Marion, Kentucky. This is an 
opportunity for public com-
ment. For inquires or objec-
tions, contact Gracie Bruce at 
graciebruce323@gmail.com. 
Published on Oct. 17, 2023. 
(4t-45-c)

legal notice
If anyone has an invested in-
terest in this grey 2019 Jeep 
Cherokee Limited 4x4 with 
56,000 miles,VIN#1C4P-
JMDN7KD169355,  contact 
Austin Story and Tiffany 
Combs by certi昀ed mail at 
109 Shady Lane, Marion, KY 
42064. (2t-43-p)

statewides
ANIMALS/PETS

Are you a pet owner? Do you 
want to get up to 100% back on 
Vet Bills? Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company has pet cov-
erage that can help! Call 1-844-
770-5259 to get a free quote or 
visit insurebarkmeow.com/kypa
 AUTOS

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-984-2146 
today!
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - 
Get your favorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 99% signal 
reliability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-888-340-6138
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $64.99/mo For 24 
mos, Free Installation!  165+ 
Channels Available.  Call Now 
For The Most Sports & Enter-
tainment On TV!  855-695-7008
Switch to DISH and get up to a 
$300 gift card! Plus get the Mul-
tisport pack included for a limit-
ed time!  Hurry, call for details: 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-292-
5435

CELLULAR

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data. 
No contract and no hidden fees. 

Unlimited talk and text with 昀ex-
ible data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% U.S. 
based customer service. For 
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more in 
debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF and 昀nd out how to 
pay off your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! FREE 
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602
GROCERY

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door  Omaha 
Steaks! Get 8 FREE Omaha 
Steaks Burgers!  Order The 
All-Time Grilling Faves! ONLY 
$99.99.  Call 1-844-317-8031 
and mention code 73375STS 
or visit www.omahasteaks.com/
GrillFaves5233
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting 
material -steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer -up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME with 
energy ef昀cient new windows! 
They will increase your home’s 
value & decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! Call 
now to get your free, no-obliga-
tion quote. 833-442-1714
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-980-4857
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages to-
day with a GENERAC home 

standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE Quote 
– Call now before the next pow-
er outage: 1-844-688-8576
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! American Res-
idential Warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100OFF POPULAR 
PLANS Call 877-420-5722 
Monday-Friday 8:30am to 
8:00pm EST 
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS!! 
YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR 
APPLIANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than a 
$1.00/day. Call now for First 
month free, $75.00/off 1st year. 
1-855-536-7294
INTERNET OFFERS

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Vet-
erans Pension, Survivor Ben-
e昀ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-888-335-0109 
Shop w/ A Viasat Expert For 
High Speed Satellite Internet. 
New Customer Deals In Your 
Area. Nationwide Service. New 
Service For 2023. 833-383-
1496
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet 
for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  
Call 1-833-974-4780RNET OF-
FERS

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
–Call Today for speeds up to 
25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! 
Finally, no hard data limits! $75 
gift card, terms apply. 1-866-
481-29844G
4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/mo! 
1-877-706-4439
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-

TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other 昀nal expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-982-0374

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes of 
death, according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact Life 
Line Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special offer - 
5 screenings for just $149. Call 
1-877-465-1309
MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 866-256-1169
 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Rick-
enbacker, Prairie State, D’An-
gelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-812-
4393

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky
SOCIAL SECURITY

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If you’re 50+, 
昀led for SSD and denied, Our 
attorneys can help get you ap-
proved! No money out of pock-
ets! Call 1-866-590-6443
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



V-Ball girls 
make it six 
straight titles 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Crittenden County won an unprece-
dented sixth straight Fifth District vol-
leyball championship Tuesday at 
Smithland, dispatching Livingston Cen-
tral 25-11, 25-12, 25-19 in the finals. 

Livingston kept it close in the third 
set, leading 19-17 before Crittenden ral-
lied for the win by forcing LCHS miscues 
and reeling off eight straight points. 

The Lady Rockets have now won 34 
consecutive matches against Fifth Dis-
trict opponents dating back to a loss 
against Trigg County in the tournament 
title in 2017 when CCHS finished run-
nerup. 

Senior Katie Perryman was named 
District Player of the Year and Payton 
Hall, Hannah Mott, Riley Smith, Riley 
Kirby and Carly Porter were also se-
lected to the all-district team. 

Its utter domination of the district 
may be the most definitive winning 

streak in Crittenden County sports his-
tory. No other athletic team has won so 
many straight championships. 

CCHS finished the regular season No. 
3 in the Second Region KHSAA power 
rankings behind University Heights and 
Christan County, two teams it has had 
difficulties matching up with this sea-

son. Although the girls are 0-5 against 
the region’s top two clubs, they’re in 
good position for a chance to win the 
school’s first ever regional title next 
week. The tournament draw is Friday. 
The regional bracket will be played at 
Caldwell County.
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CCHS CROSS COUNTRY 
 
Three Crittenden County cross coun-

try runners medaled Saturday at May-
field in the Eagle Classic. Mary 
Martinez, Ella Geary and Asa McCord 
each earned medals as top 20 finish-
ers. 

The boys’ team finished seventh out 
of a dozen teams in the meet and the 

girls were fourth out of five teams. 
CCHS harriers will be at Owensboro 

this weekend for the First Region Cross 
Country Meet. 

 
GIRLS 

15       Mary Martinez                    22:26.62 
20       Ella Geary                          23:33.84 
21       Presley Potter                    24:01.79 
28       Aubrey Grau                      24:36.92 
29       Ella Whitney                       24:56.99 

39       Karsyn Potter                     27:34.17
BOYS 

18       Asa McCord                       18:27.45 
44       River Rogers                      20:35.39 
55      Landon Starkey                 21:53.06 
58       Jaxton Duncan                   22:28.19 
64       Zachary Rustin                   23:00.66 
67       Jayden Gibson                   23:13.94 
73       Noah Martinez                   23:29.85 
84       Maddox Watkins                25:44.34 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP

VOLLEYBALL 

2nd Region rankings 

   Following are regular season 2nd 
Region teams based on KHSAA 
power rankings. 
 
Rank       Team             Overall     Dist. 
1. University Heights      31-2        8-0 
2. Christian County        18-10       6-2 
3. Crittenden County     14-13       4-0 
4. Union County             12-9        2-2 
5. Caldwell County        14-17       4-1 
 
CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

Sports Events 
FRIDAY  
Football hosts Caldwell County 
SATURDAY 
Jr Pro Football hosts Hopkins County 
Cross Country Regional Meet at O’boro 
NEXT WEEK 
Volleyball regional tournament 
 
FOOTBALL  

CCMS falls to Green Co. 
   Crittenden County Middle School lost 
14-0 Friday at home against Green 
County in the opening round of the state 
middle school playoffs. On its first series 
of the game, CCMS was held at the 
goal line on fourth down. Green County 
scored the game’s first touchdown early 
in the second half then got an onside 
kick to set up another TD.  The middle 
school Rockets finish their season with 
a 5-4 record. 
 
Class 2A High School  

FIRST REGION  
District One 

Mayfield                              2-0         6-1 
Crittenden County              1-1         4-4 
Murray                                1-1         6-2 
Caldwell County                 0-2         0-8  

District Two 
Owensboro Catholic           2-0         8-0 
Fort Campbell                     2-0         5-3 
Todd Central                       0-2         3-5 
Edmonson County              0-2         1-7 
 
SOFTBALL  

Chili supper before football 
   Lady Rocket Softball will hold a chili 
supper fundraiser between 5-7 p.m., Fri-
day, Oct. 20 in the multipurpose room, 
serving chili, sandwiches, drinks and 
dessert for $7. Also, special guests will 
be members of the 1985 team who will 
be reuniting and attending the Critten-
den vs. Caldwell footbal game.  
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                         May 19 - Oct 31 
Squirrel                         Aug 19 - Nov 10 
Dove                              Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Deer archery                  Sept 2 - Jan 15 
Turkey archery               Sept 2 - Jan 15 
Deer crossbow            Sept 16 - Jan 15 
Racoon hunting               Oct 1 - Feb 29 
Turkey crossbow                      Oct 1-22 
Deer youth hunt                      Oct 14-15 
Deer muzzleloader                 Oct 21-22 
Turkey shotgun               Oct 28 - Nov 3 
Turkey crossbow          Nov 11 - Dec 31 
Deer rifle season                   Nov 11-26 
Squirrel                         Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Quail                             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Rabbit                           Nov 13 - Feb 10 
Racoon trapping           Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Gray or red fox             Nov 13 - Feb 29 

STAFF REPORT 
As long as grasses grow 

and rivers flow, Mayfield foot-
ball will almost certainly be 
an Alpha dog in western Ken-
tucky. 

As to be expected, every 
club in the bag was working 
for the No. 4 Cardinals as 
they dispatched No. 7 Crit-
tenden County 46-6 in what 
was actually a pivotal Class 
2A First District matchup 
that fell far short of its mar-
quee potential with a district 
title on the line.  

Instead, Crittenden’s aspi-
rations for a league champi-
onship in its return to Class 
2A were promptly dashed as 
Mayfield scored early and 
often behind its multifaceted 
offense. 

The Rockets can yet salvage 
a second-place finish in the 
district and capture home-
field advantage for round one 
of the playoffs by beating win-
less Caldwell County this 
week at Marion. Meanwhile, 
the Cardinals will host Mur-
ray Friday where a win for 
Mayfield would nail down an-
other league title in a long 
line of championships. How-
ever, an upset by Murray 
could force a three-way tie for 
first place with Crittenden in 
the mix if it can get past the 
nemesis Tigers. Murray beat 
Caldwell 27-7 last week. 

Against the Cardinals, Crit-
tenden played just about as 
clean as it had all season, but 
the high-caliber opponent 
was too sturdy. Other than a 
blocked punt and touchdown 
pass nullified by a holding 
penalty, the Rockets didn’t 
waller itself in major faux 
pas.  

Also on the bright side, 
senior Tyler Belt blocked two 
extra-point attempts by May-

field and junior Trace Scott 
intercepted a pass by the 
Cardinals’ second-team quar-
terback during the running-
clock period of the second 
half. There were other nice 
football plays on Crittenden’s 
scorecard, but far too few to 
make a dent in Mayfield’s su-
periority.  

“At times, I think we did 
some really good things,” 
Rocket coach Gaige Courtney 
said, pointing to fewer penal-
ties than normal and no 
turnovers, among them.  

“I saw some really good 
things, but it just doesn’t 
look like it when you’re play-
ing a team that’s that good. 
The small mistakes just turn 
into huge plays,” the coach 
said. 
SCORE BY QUARTERS 
CCHS                      0      0      6    0  
Mayfield                  12    20     7    7 
SCORING PLAYS 
M-Braden Morris 20 pass from Zane 

Cartwright (kick blocked) 8:40, 1st 
M-Ian Williams 2 run (run failed) 3:03, 1st 
M-Jutoriaus Starks 15 run (kick 
blocked) 10:16, 2nd 
M-Mehki Dumas 10 run (Lincoln Suitor 
kci) 8:12, 2nd 
M-Xavier Biggers 41 pass from 
Cartwright (Suitor kick) 1:18, 2nd 
M-Landon Kemp 22 block punt return 
(Suitor kick) 9:57, 3rd 
C-Micah Newcom 7 run (kick failed) 
3:04, 2nd 
M-Josiah England 24 run (Suitor kick) 
11:40, 4th 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 7, MHS 12 
Penalties: CCHS 4-45, MHS 6-30 
Rushing: CCHS 22-49, MHS 20-223 
Passing: CCHS 13-24-0, 96; MHS 11-
14-1, 165 
Total Yards: CCHS 145, MHS 388 
Fumbles/Lost: 0-0, 0-0 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Newcom 9-43, Tyler Belt 1-
1,Quinn Summers 2-3, Gattin Travis 4-
7, Jacob Carder 2-5, Michael Porter 
2-(-9), Gaige Markham 2-(-1). MHS: 
Starks 13-151, England 2-34, Williams 

2-2, Dumas 3-19, Cartwright 1-17. 
Passing 
CCHS: Newcom 11-21-0, 55; Sum-
mers 2-3-0, 41. MHS: Cartwright 11-
13-0, 165; Gray Robbins 0-1-1. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Camron Belcher 1-32, Brayden 
Poindexter 1-9, Caden Howard 4-16, 
Travis 3-1, Casey Cates 2-1, Gabe 
Keller 2-37. MHS: Biggers 4-57, Mak 
Hoover 4-29, Morris 3-79. 
Defense 
Gabe Keller 5 solos, Levi Piper solo; 
Bennett McDaniel 3 solos, 2 assists; 
Lane West 3 solos, assist, TFL; Casey 
Cates 2 solos; Tyler Belt solo, assist; 
Grayson James 2 assists; Tyree 
McLean 6 solos; Kaiden Travis solo, 2 
assists; Cameron Belcher solo; Trace 
Scott solo, interception; Caden Howard 
7 solos; Brayden Poindexter fumble re-
covery; Jacob Carder solo. 
Players of the Game: Defense Tyree 
McLean, Offense Micah Newcom, 
Lineman Lane West, Special Teams 
Tyler Belt. 
Records: Crittenden 4-4 (1-1), May-
field 6-1 (2-0).

Mayfield wipes out Rockets 46-6 

Crittenden County’s Caden Howard (6) led the Rockets with four receptions on offense and seven 
solo tackles on defense during the loss Friday at Mayfield.

CUP CHAMPIONS: Deer Lakes Golf 
Course affilaites won the fifth annual 
Ryder Cup style, two-day competition 
last weekend between Deer Lakes and 
Marion golf course players. Deer Lakes 
won 171⁄2 to 121⁄2. Pictured are winners 
(from left) Cody McDonald,  Bobby 
Tucker,  Jeremiah Foster, Devin Belt,  Ric 
Hughes,  Kevin Barnes, Collin Barnes,  
David Cowan, Chris Martin, Darit Barnes,  
Aaron Owen, and Craig Dossett. Not Pic-
tured was Brad Gilbert.

Senior Riley Smith (18) returns a shot during Tuesday’s title game at Smithland.

          Katie                      Carly 
      Perryman                 Porter

         Payton                     Riley 
           Hall                       Kirby

        Hannah                    Riley 
           Mott                      Smith

ALL DISTRICT TEAM

PoY
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BY LEE MCCLELLAN 
KY AFIELD OUTDOORS 

Anglers looking for 
good lakes for fall bass 
fishing should head west 
– to Kentucky and 
Barkley lakes.  

Bass fishing here is on 
an upswing, especially 
for smallmouth bass. The 
Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources rates small-
mouth bass fishing in 
these lakes as the best in 
20 years. 

The famed largemouth 
bass fishery in Kentucky 
Lake has powered the 
reservoir’s reputation as 
a destination for 
decades. But more an-
glers are discovering the 
growing opportunities for 
bronzebacks as well. 

“Smallmouth bass 
numbers have really in-
creased over the past two 
to three years on both 
Kentucky and Barkley 
lakes,” said Adam Mar-
tin, Western Fisheries 
District biologist for Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife.  

Smallmouth bass now 
make up about 30 per-
cent of the black bass in 
both these lakes. Small-
mouths are showing up 
more often in bass tour-
nament weigh-ins as 
well. 

Environmental condi-
tions play a major role in 
this transition. 

Smallmouth bass 
started appearing in 
greater numbers in the 
lower sections of Ken-
tucky Lake in the late 
1980s. The drought 
years of that decade, 
along with improved land 
use practices in the Ten-
nessee River drainage, 
such as no-till agricul-
ture, helped reduce sedi-
ment and clear the 
water. 

Numbers of small-
mouth bass and black 
crappie – both of which 
favor clearer water than 
largemouth bass or white 
crappie – began increas-
ing as a result, Martin 
said.  

The eastern side of 
Kentucky Lake, along the 
Land Between the Lakes 
side, holds more small-
mouth bass than the 
western side. Wave ac-
tion through the years 
exposed much pea 
gravel-sized chert on the 
eastern side of the lake, 

along with some stumps 
and chunk rock to mix in 
with the pea gravel.  

The Tennessee River 
also runs closer to the 
bank on this side of the 
lake from the canal that 
links Kentucky Lake and 
Lake Barkley in the north 
down to Eggner Ferry 
Bridge. This gives small-
mouth bass the deepwa-
ter sanctuary they need. 

The pea gravel banks 
and bars in the mouth 
Pisgah Bay, Duncan Bay 
and Sugar Bay are riven 
with channels and drops 
and hold smallmouth 
bass in 
fall. The 
s l o p i n g 
g r a v e l 
banks on 
the north-
ern side of 
H i g g i n s 
Bay and Vickers Bay also 
harbors smallmouth 
bass.  

A skirted double-tailed 
grub, commonly called a 
Hula grub or a spider 
grub, is a nearly forgot-
ten lure for smallmouth 
bass in the fall. Rig a 4-
inch green pumpkin 
Hula grub on a ¼- to 
3/8-ounce stand-up 
head with a weed guard. 
Toss the lure toward the 
bank then crawl it down 
the slope of the pea 
gravel banks. Some-
times, swimming the 
grub just above the bot-
tom triggers smallmouth 
bass into biting.  

Watermelon with red 
flake and motor oil also 
make productive Hula 
grub colors. 

A 4- to 5-inch soft plas-
tic tube bait is another 
lure from a bygone era 
that destroys small-
mouth bass on Kentucky 
Lake. Fish the tube on a 
¼-ounce leadhead with a 
pull and drop technique: 
gently pull the tube off 
the bottom then let it set-
tle back down to the bot-
tom.  

The strike is usually 
light with this retrieve. 
Anglers should respond 
with a vigorous hook set 
to any jump in the fish-
ing line, a spongy feeling 
or if the line suddenly 
goes slack.  

Roadkill camo is a pop-
ular local color for tubes, 
but watermelon candy 
and black with red flakes 
also produce strikes.  

The fabled largemouth 
bass fishery is improving 
in Kentucky Lake, after 
some disruption from the 
arrival of invasive carp. 
Numbers of bighead and 
silver carp, both natives 
of Asia, began swelling in 
Kentucky and Barkley 
lakes about a decade 
ago. The lakes began los-
ing their luster in some 
bass fishing circles as a 
result. 

“We’ve had the best 
largemouth bass spawn 
on record and the worst 
largemouth bass spawn 
during the 10 years that 

invasive carp have 
been in the lake,” 
Martin said. “This is 
not surprising since 
historically, we’ve 
had inconsistent 
bass spawns on Ken-
tucky Lake. The suc-

cess of the spawn is 
largely independent of 
carp - it is mainly driven 
by springtime weather 
patterns.” 

The success of the 
largemouth bass spawn 
in 2016 led to great num-
bers of 15- to 17-inch 
spawning size fish in 
Kentucky Lake a few 
years later. These fish 
had good reproduction in 
2020 and 2021; this 
bodes well for future fish-
ing for largemouths. The 
lack of springtime floods 
created good conditions 
for successful spawns. 

“The largemouth bass 
population has good 
numbers, just not as 
good as they were at their 
peak in 2014,” Martin 
said. “We’ve had good 
shad reproduction and 
the largemouth bass cur-
rently are in good body 
condition.” 

Bays on the Land Be-
tween the Lakes side of 
the lake near the Ten-
nessee state line – in-
cluding Blockhouse Bay, 
Rushing Bay, Ginger Bay 
and Clay Bay – are good 
places to prospect for 
largemouth bass in fall. 

These bays have shal-
low pockets and gravel 
bars adjacent to drop-
offs. A Carolina rig is not 
often thought of as a fall 
presentation, but a 5-
inch Senko-style soft 
plastic jerkbait on the 
business end of draws 
strikes.  

 
 

MARION POLICE activity report 
 Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
September 2023 to the same month in 2022. The chart also includes the previous month’s 
totals, year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                     SEPTEMBER  SEPTEMBER    AUGUST              2023       2022 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2023         2022            2023           YR TO DATE      AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service                                                                     

2,949 
20 
7 
4 
9 
7 
1 
4 

31 
38 
0 
0 
5 

41 
174

1,874 
13 
8 

10 
7 
9 
1 

12 
10 
38 
3 
0 
8 

61 
227

1606 
8 

13 
3 
4 
7 
1 
3 

20 
27 
1 
0 
8 

63 
211

3,320.3 
12.2 
6.2 
5.2 
8.3 

10.1 
0.5 
2.6 

16.8 
27.7 
2.6 
0.1 
5.6 

39.8 
176.6

17,565 
93 
47 
42 
69 
68 
6 

36 
138 
222 
39 
1 

43 
488 

1,646

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 

Vacant 
Asst. Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY

Highly decorate local ame-
teur competitve archer 
Tucker Boudro took his 
first buck with a bow on 
the afternoon of Oct. 6. It 
was a nine pointer. 

Asher Belt bagged this 
whitetail doe during last 
weekend’s youth hunt.

Collin Barnes harvested 
this eight-point buck Sat-
urday morning.

Brayton Brown scored a 
doe during the weekend 
youth hunt.

Boone Tabor was one of 
the successful youth 
hunters last weekend.

Emmitt Ellington recently 
harvested this whitetail 
buck with a bow.

50 YEARS AGO 
October 18, 1973 
n Junior class officers at Crittenden 
County High for the 1973 school year in-
cluded Cindy Travis, treasurer; Gayl Perry-
man, reporter; Donnie Beavers, president; 
Michell Croft, secretary; and Jim Young, 
vice president. 
n Doug Webb, a senior at Crittenden 
County High School, was featured in the 
7th annual edition of Who’s Who Among 
American High School Students, the 
largest student award publication in the na-
tion. He was recognized for his leadership 
in academics, athletics, activities and com-
munity service. He was among fewer than 
2 percent of juniors and seniors nationwide 
awarded this recognition. 
n Secretary of Agriculture Earl L. Butz 
called for cooperation of several federal 
agencies and the fertilizer industry in an ef-
fort to reduce or eliminate growing short-
ages of fertilizer in the United States. He 
noted an increased worldwide demand for 
fertilizer and indicated a potential shortage 
of about 1.7 million tons in the United 
States unless foreign and domestic de-
mand was satisfied. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
October 15, 1998 
n Videographers filming a segment for The 
History Channel in Crittenden County 
looked for the stomping grounds of the no-
torious James Ford gang and the Harp 
Brothers. The History Channel segment on 
the two gangs’ activities in western Ken-
tucky and southern Illinois was featured in 
“The River Pirates,” which was included in 
the television channel's “In Search of His-
tory” series. 
n Crittenden County’s football team was 
victorious over Russellville. Crittenden (6-1 
overall and 1-0 in the district) was favored 
to win its last three games and capture a 
second league championship in three 
years. The celebration was big after the 
game as Chris Templeton and Adam 
Young raced off the field. Freshman David 
Hunt made his first start and recorded 
tackles with help from Matt Jent, Lucas 
Mick and Austin Turley. 
n Eighth-grade cross country runner Tabi 

Morris added to her collection of accom-
plishments when she won first place in the 
Trigg County Cross Country Invitational. 
The victory was her first. 
n At 14-under par, the four-person team of 
Phillis Hardin, Pippi Hardin, Jeremy Shoul-
ders and Rudy Adams were unbeatable in 
the 18-hole Paul Mick Memorial Golf Tour-
nament at the Marion Country Club. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
October 17, 2013 
n Crittenden County fifth-graders had an 
opportunity to step back into the past and 
learn about the history of Marion and the 
early businesses which helped shape the 
city and Crittenden County. Students took 
walking tours of downtown Marion, visiting 
historic landmarks. Sarah Ford led tours 
for students, who were required to write an 
essay based on what they learned. 
n Sawyer Towery, a member of Crittenden 
County Middle School’s Student Technol-
ogy and Leadership Program (STLP), vis-
ited the Crittenden County Historical 
Museum and collected photos of his late-
grandfather Carlisle Towery’s Indianapolis 
Hornets basketball jersey. He was creating 
a multimedia project detailing his grandfa-
ther’s basketball legacy. Carlisle Towery 
was an All-American college basketball 
player at Western Kentucky University and 
retired from professional basketball in 
1950. 
n James Marcus Hughes, a senior at Crit-
tenden County High School, was selected 
as the Mid-Continent University (MCU) 
Teen of the Week. Hughes had a thirst for 
learning and attended the prestigious Gat-
ton Academy and Western Kentucky Uni-
versity, an early college entrance program. 
n Kindergarten students at Crittenden 
County Elementary School had perfect fall 
weather for their field trip to Gardner 
Farms. The 5-and 6-year-olds enjoyed a 
hay ride, a walk through a stand of corn, a 
picnic lunch and countless activities. Grant 
Gardner and Cindy Williams took a host of 
kindergarten boys for a ride on the cow 
train, while other students spread out in the 
sunshine with their sack lunches. 

 
Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet (KYTC), Jim 
Smith Contracting and a 
demolition sub-contrac-
tor have moved the ex-
plosive demolition of the 
Old U.S. 60 Cumberland 
River Bridge at Smith-
land to Thursday, Nov. 2. 

The schedule could 
vary based on weather 
when explosives are 
placed on the bridge 
structure in the last few 
days of blast prepara-
tions. 

Prep work that in-
cludes saw cutting and 
removal of the concrete 
decking on the 92-year-
old structure will con-
tinue.  The concrete deck 
has been removed from 
the main truss using 
heavy equipment.  As the 
demolition date ap-
proaches, a sub-contrac-
tor will cut key locations 
on the main truss before 

placing explosives to 
bring down the truss and 
approach spans.  The ex-
plosives crew plans to 
take down the truss and 
approach spans at the 
same time. 

The explosive demoli-
tion of the old bridge will 
require the new bridge to 
be closed from approxi-
mately 9 a.m., to 11:30 
a.m., on the day of the 
blast, and require com-
mercial tow boat and 
pleasure boat traffic to be 
halted for about 24 
hours on the Cumber-
land River.  There will be 
a 1,500-foot clear zone 
around the blast site that 
will be strictly enforced. 

Once the main truss is 
dropped into the river, a 
crane mounted on 
barges will remove rem-
nants of the steel truss 
from the river to allow 
the steel to be recycled. 

Tentative plans include 
a viewing area for the 
public at the Livingston 
County Fairgrounds on 
the day of the blast. 

Once this initial blast 
has taken down the main 
truss and approach 
spans, two additional 
blasts will be scheduled 
at about two-week inter-
vals to take down the 
concrete piers and de-
molish concrete abut-
ments. 

The New U.S. 60 Cum-
berland River bridge at 
Smithland, also known 
as the Jim R. Smith Me-
morial Bridge and the 
Smithland Bridge, 
opened to traffic on May 
15.   The 1,912-foot 
bridge was constructed 
by Jim Smith Contract-
ing of Grand Rivers. 

About 5,100 vehicles 
cross the Smithland 
Bridge in an average day.   

Youth hunters score 50 deer
STAFF REPORT 

Crittenden County 
youngsters age 15 and 
under took 50 whitetails 
during last weekend’s 
two-day youth deer hunt. 
That’s about average 
based on harvests during 
the two-day hunt the 
past few seasons.  

Coming up this week-
end is the two-day 
statewide blackpowder 
season. Muzzleloaders 
get a crack at deer prior 
to the modern rifle sea-
son, which runs for 16 
days starting Nov. 11, 
and includes the Thanks-
giving holiday. 

Hunters are finding 
whitetails, particularly 

bucks, tough to corner 
right now due to a large 
amount of acorns and 
other nuts in the forests. 
In times of poor mast 
production, deer can be 
found congregating 
around other centralized 
food sources such as 
grain fields. That makes 

them easier prey for 
hunters. 

Field reports from out-
doorsmen indicate deer 
being scattered with little 
movement of mature 
males so far. However, 
rubbing and scraping are 
prevalent in the fall 
woods at this time. 

Fall is great time for bass fishing 
on western Kentucky’s big lakes  

Old Smithland Bridge coming down



10A                                                                                                                              THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, October 19, 2023

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

Coldest    Warmest   Wettest 
  Temp         Temp         Day 
   48.9            88.9           0.99 

 Tues., Sept. 19              Mon., Sept. 4             Tues., Sept. 5

SEPTEMBER 2023

                                           2023            2022          2021         2020          2019          2018 
Average Temp          
Coldest Temp           
Hottest Temp            
Precipitation             
Wettest Day              

n While July and August were a bit milder than recent years for 
Crittenden County, September was warmer on average, much 
like it was in 2022. Rainfall was about normal for the month after 
August was wetter. August through October is typically the dri-
est three months in Crittenden County, based on weather 
patterns observed over the last few years. 

71.3 
44.4 
95.8 
2.0 

0.86

70.02 
48.9 
88.9 
2.6 

0.99

70.4 
46.3 
88.6 
2.2 

0.84

69.1 
47.9 
88 

2.71 
1.15 

65.5 
53.7 
95.5 
0.19 
0.15

73.7 
46.8 
94.7 
6.57 
2.21

Doug Camp-
bell, owner of 
GTG Asphalt 
Sealing and 
Repair, re-
striped the 
outdoor bas-
ketball court 
last week at 
Marion-Crit-
tenden 
County Park. 
Campbell do-
nated his 
time and ma-
terials to re-
pair the 
surface. Rims 
on the bas-
ketball goals 
are also 
going to be 
replaced 
soon. 

Akridge 
celebrates 
90 years 
in business 
 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Akridge Farm Supply is 
having a big 90th an-
niversary celebration all 
this week and it will cli-
max Friday and Saturday 
with special deals and fun 
for the whole family. 

The store was founded 
in 1933 when Thomas 
Ruble “TR” and his wife 
Rosalie Akridge opened 
on Main Street in Fredo-
nia. In 1959, their only 
son, Dean, joined the 
business and it moved to 
what was known as the 
old cheese factory, which 
is the same place it is 
today. 

In 1982, Akridge’s ex-
panded to Eddyville. Dean 
passed away just over a 
year ago, but his family 
continues to operate the 
two stores, which have 
grown over the decades. 

In 1989, the third gen-
eration, Paul Akridge, 
joined the family business 
and tripled the size of the 
Eddyville location. 

The two Akridge’s loca-
tions are the area’s Ace 
Hardware dealer. 

Last week, the Fredonia 
store got a new layer of 
asphalt on the parking lot 
to brush up for the big 
celebration this coming 
weekend. 

There are giveaways all 
week at the store in Fre-
donia, including door 
prizes and discounts on 
merchandise. 

On Friday and Saturday 
there will be pumpkin 
painting, a bounce house 
and food plus other fun 
activities. 

The farm store has a 
full line of hardware, 
mowers, chain saws and 
other outdoors tools, 
home supplies, livestock 
aids and it provides serv-
ice on equipment.



Metro Creative Services
A room addition can be a worthy project that 

makes a home more livable. A host of factors will 
affect the cost of a room addition, but the experts 
at HomeAdvisor estimate that such a project can 
cost as much as $150,000. The size of the new 
room, the location of the home, the materials 
used to build the room, and a number of variables 
unique to the existing home will affect the 昀nal 
cost of an addition. An online calculator can pro-
vide some basic estimates about the 昀nal cost of 
a room addition, but homeowners are best served 
by contacting various contractors and receiving 
multiple estimates to get the most accurate idea of 
what the cost layout will be to add a room to their 
homes. Though the sticker price of a room addition 
may shock some homeowners, it’s worth noting 
that such projects provide a good return at resale. 
In fact, the “Cost vs. Value Report 2021” from Re-
modeling magazine found that a midrange primary 
suite addition with an initial cost of $156,741 had 
a resale value of nearly $86,000.

Metro Creative Services
The kitchen is a busy 

room in many homes. 
That popularity like-
ly has something to do 
with why so many home-
owners spend sizable 
sums renovating their 
kitchens. According 
to highlights from the 
2022 U.S. Houzz Kitch-
en Trends Study, the 
median spend on major 
kitchen remodels grew 
by 14 percent from the 
previous year, and minor 
remodels increased by 
25 percent. Spurred on 
by increased time spent 
at home during the pan-
demic, the main impe-
tus for kitchen remodels 
according to the study 
was that homeowners 
wanted to make these 
improvements all along 
and 昀nally had the time 
and means to do so.

There are many as-
pects of a kitchen that 
homeowners can change. 
Houzz found 94 percent 
of renovators either fully 
or partially replaced cab-
inets in their improve-
ment plans. Cabinets 
are a major component 
of kitchen layouts. Cab-
inets help to establish 
the aesthetic of a kitchen 
and serve a useful func-
tion, providing necessary 
storage space to ensure 
the room does not ap-
pear cluttered.

Homeowners have dif-
ferent options when it 

comes to cabinet renova-
tions, and they may need 
to decide if they need to 
replace or reface their 
cabinets.

–––
Replacement

Cabinet replacement 
involves removing all 
of the existing cabinets 
before new cabinets are 
leveled and installed. 
According to the home 
improvement resource 
The Spruce, homeown-
ers can expect to pay 
between $13,000 and 
$30,000 for contractor 
grade cabinets. Cabinet 
replacement is a good 
idea when homeowners 
want to add more cab-

inet space or create a 
new layout in the room.

–––
Refacing

Cabinet refacing is less 
messy and less disrup-
tive than replacement. 
All cabinets remain the 
same size and in the 
same location. The cab-
inet boxes must be in 
good shape to facilitate 
a refacing. The process 
involves installation of 
new drawer fronts and 
cabinet doors, as well as 
veneering of the cabinet 
boxes. New hardware 
typically is installed 
as well. The insides of 
the cabinets typically 
remain the same. The 

Spruce says cabinet re-
facing can be 30 to 50 
percent cheaper than a 
replacement.

Most people call in 
professionals to change 
their cabinets. Cabinet 
replacement can be a 
do-it-yourself job, but it 
involves measuring and 
ensuring everything 昀ts 
and is leveled appropri-
ately. Homeowners who 
choose to reface their 
cabinets themselves 
may opt to paint or 
restain. Wood veneer or 
a new door and drawer 
panel installation can be 
complicated and is best 
left to quali昀ed contrac-
tors.
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A special supplement to The Crittenden Press
HOME!COMFORTS OF

BIG BENEFITS
SMALL SPACE
By ALLISON EVANS
PRESS REPORTER

A vision and an empty 
shell can turn nothing 
into something.

That’s what Angie Bev-
erly did to build a com-
fortable, practical and 
economical place to raise 
her grandson, Asher.

Tiny house living might 
not be for everyone, but 
it’s perfect for Beverly 
and her third-grader.

With a career and an ac-
tive eight-year-old, it can 
seem they’re only home to 
sleep and shower. In that 
case, 384 square feet is 
plenty of space.

Beverly had her tiny 
house custom built, 
choosing an Eagle build-
ing with double pane 
windows, a porch, open 
interior and attic spaces 
on each end designed as 
bedrooms. 

She could have saved 
room with a camper-size 
shower, but preferred a 
full-size tub and shower 
unit in an area that dou-
bles as a laundry room 
with a full-size stackable 
washer and dryer and 
walk-in closet.

“We will be here three 
years Dec. 5,” she said, 
while Asher ran in and 
out with a Nerf football in 
hand, enjoying the free-
dom of a nice yard in the 

country.
The space manages to 

have a full-size refrigera-
tor, stove, sink and min-
imal cabinetry. Above the 
sink are shelves for kitch-
en necessities.

“It was an empty shell. 
We ran the electrical, 
hung insulation and dry-
wall. My dad and uncles 
did the plumbing… and I 
textured and painted all 
the walls and helped lay 
the 昀oor.”

Her interest in small 
spaces was spurred by 

HGTV shows that feature 
tiny house living.

“I’ve always been fasci-
nated with it, even at my 
last house. I wanted to 
have nothing and turn it 
into something,” she said.

In昀ated housing costs 
was another factor in 
turning to a smaller place.

”I wanted to do it any-
way, but it turned out to 
be the right choice be-
cause I couldn’t have af-
forded to buy a house. 
The houses I could afford 
would have to be gutted 

and re-done.”
She decided to down-

size and say, “No thank 
you,” to a huge mortgage. 
She would do it again.

“We run in the summer 
between ball, (working at 
the) ball park, and going 
to Venture River. We’re 
never here, so we really 
just need a place to show-
er and sleep,” said Bever-
ly, whose summer-time, 
part-time job is operat-
ing the concession stand 
at Marion City-County 
Park. She works full time 

at the school as a special 
education assistant.

Admittedly, winter is 
harder, when the two 
are stuck indoors. That’s 
when the tiny house feels 
a little cramped and cab-
in fever can creep in.

Still, there is satisfac-
tion in having no mort-
gage and very modest 
utility bills.

Her electric bill was 
never over $100 this 
summer and her water 
bill is about $30 a month. 
She cools the quarters 
with a window unit air 
conditioner.

In design, Beverly lost 
a little interior space be-
cause she chose a 12x6-
foot inset front porch. It 
was worth it to be able to 

sit outside in a covered 
space, she says.

If she ever moves to-
ward Version 2.0 of tiny 
house living, Beverly has 
learned a few things. One 
would be adding perma-
nent stairs to access the 
loft as opposed to a cus-
tom-built ladder. Access 
to the lofts is easier for 
someone Asher’s size, she 
said, but the space itself 
has plenty of room for a 
full-size bed with space 
on either side. She’d also 
try to incorporate a back 
door.

“I’m glad I did this, but 
I know a few more things 
to do next time,” she said. 
“It was a learning expe-
rience, but I absolutely 
would do it again.”

Tiny house living becomes right choice 

Kitchen cabinets: reface or replace?

Angie Beverly and her grandson Asher are 昀ne 
with tiny living. In fact, it’s practical, more eco-
nomical and provides just enough space for 
their busy lifestyles. In fact, their 384-square foot 
house in the country might not be their last.
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Water quality is not 

something people think 
about all that much, es-
pecially in developed na-
tions. Though it can be 
easy to take water qual-
ity for granted in coun-
tries with ample regula-
tion and sophisticated 
昀ltering systems, there 
are times when anyone, 
regardless of where they 
live, should take stock of 
the water in their homes.

–––
Frequency of testing
One of the variables for 

individuals to consider is 
how long it’s been since 
they last tested the water 
quality in their homes. 
For those who have never 
done so, those who have 
done it but can’t recall 
precisely when or those 
who know it’s been more 
than a year since the last 
test, then it’s a good time 
to test the water. In fact, 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency rec-
ommends annual test-
ing for coliform bacteria, 
nitrates, total dissolved 
solids, and pH levels. The 
EPA notes this testing is 
especially important for 
anyone who is using a 
new well or has replaced 
or repaired pipes, pumps 
or the well casing.

–––
What about public wa-
ter supply systems?
Testing may not be 

necessary for individu-
als who get their water 
from public water sup-
plies. The EPA notes that 
anyone who pays a water 
bill gets their water from 
a public supply system, 
which is responsible for 
monitoring and testing 
water and reporting the 
results of those tests to 
the appropriate agencies 
as well as the individu-
als who use the water. 
Homeowners and ten-
ants who pay a water bill 
should receive an annual 
water quality report from 
their water supply utility, 
while renters can request 
a copy of that report from 
their landlords if they do 
not pay the bill them-

selves.
–––

What about private wa-
ter supply systems?
Individuals who receive 

their water from a private 
system, such as a house-
hold well, are responsi-
ble for conducting their 
own water supply test-
ing. These tests should 
be conducted annually 
and in the aftermath of 
a spill or other incident 
that could taint the wa-
ter supply.

–––
Are there any special 
circumstances to test 

the water?
The EPA notes that 

certain situations may 
call for testing the water 
supply, even if it’s pro-
vided by a public supply 
system. For example, 
the EPA recommends 
that expecting parents 
test their water supply 
for nitrates in the early 
months of a pregnancy. 
Testing should then be 
conducted again prior to 
bringing an infant home 
and once more during 
the 昀rst six months of 
the baby’s life. The EPA 

notes nitrate tests are 
best conducted in spring 
or summer after periods 
of rain.

An eye, taste and/or 
smell test also can indi-
cate if the water supply 
should be tested. Wa-
ter that stains, has an 
unusual taste and/or a 
conspicuous odor should 
be tested. In these in-
stances, test for sulfate, 
chloride, iron, manga-
nese, hardness, and cor-
rosion.

A local chemical or fuel 
spill also should trigger 
a test of the water sup-
ply. The EPA notes that 
these tests can be expen-
sive and recommends 
individuals contact a lo-
cal expert to determine 
which contaminants to 
test for.

Water quality is easily 
taken for granted. How-
ever, various scenarios 
may necessitate testing 
the water supply. A local 
health department of昀ce 
can be a useful resource 
for individuals who want 
to con昀rm that their wa-
ter supply is safe.

When to test your home water supply
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As hours of daylight 

shorten and fall gives way 
to winter, thoughts shift 
from fall foliage to spend-
ing time cuddling under 
warm blankets and being 
cozy indoors. A 昀replace 
can improve the ambi-
ance of any room and 
help to create a warm 
and welcoming gathering 
spot.

Home 昀replaces typi-
cally are wood-burning 
or gas. Though mainte-
nance for these 昀replaces 
differs, certain prepara-
tory steps must be taken 
to prepare a 昀replace for 
winter.

–––
Clear the clutter

Items can accumulate 
in areas that are not in 
use, and a 昀replace is 
no exception. Take a few 
hours to remove any be-
longings from in front of 
the 昀replace and clean 
the mantle thoroughly.

–––
Have the chimney 

cleaned
Hire a professional 

chimney cleaning compa-
ny to inspect the chimney 
and clean it thoroughly 
before winter. According 
to BobVila.com, a chim-
ney should be cleaned 
once a year, or after about 
every 80 昀res. The Na-
tional Fire Protection As-
sociation says failure to 
properly clean chimneys 
is one of the leading con-
tributors to home 昀res. 
That’s due to creosote, a 
highly 昀ammable residue 
that builds up in the 昀ue 
that lines the chimney.

–––
Inspect the interior
The interior of a 

wood-burning 昀replace 

is likely lined with 昀re 
bricks. Check for cracks 
and loose joints. Hire a 
professional mason to 
make any repairs, as spe-
cial materials are needed 
to withstand the heat of 
昀res.

–––
Install a chimney cap 

and screen
According to Family 

Handyman, a chimney 
cap is a protective cover-
ing that goes over the top 
of the chimney. It is made 
of steel or copper mesh 
with a cap on top. This 
protects the chimney 
from rain and downdrafts 
and keeps animals and 
debris from getting into 
the chimney.

–––
Prune overhanging 

branches
If there are trees close 

to the home and the 
chimney, cut them back, 
as they can be a 昀re haz-
ard. Branches and leaves 
also can restrict the prop-
er draft of the chimney.

–––
Assess the outdoor 

vent
Gas 昀replaces typically 

emit exhaust through a 
vent in the home. Remove 
any blockages from the 

vent, including leaves, 
cobwebs and debris. 

–––
Check glass or other 

coverings
The glass or face of the 

昀replace helps regulate 
carbon monoxide expo-
sure and protects people 
from the 昀ames. Be sure 
the glass covering is in-
tact.

–––
Clean ceramic logs
Gas 昀replaces use 

ceramic logs, rocks or 
beads that can become 
dusty. Clean them prior 
to use. Dirty ceramic logs 
can be a 昀re hazard and 
produce an unpleasant 
burning smell.

–––
Check the blower and 

pilot
If the 昀replace has an 

electric blower, clean and 
dust it so it doesn’t be-
come clogged. Inspect the 
pilot light for any wear 
and tear that includes 
wiring or structural is-
sues.

It takes several steps to 
prepare 昀replaces for cold 
weather seasons when 
they’re most likely to be 
used with frequency.

How to get your fireplace
prepared for the winter
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When asked to think of modern 

homes, many people might think of 
minimalism, neutral colors, open 
concept 昀oor plans, and large win-
dows without treatments. While each 
of those features are components of 
modern homes, just what quali昀es as 
“modern” is ever-changing and often 
a re昀ection of what buyers are look-
ing for. And lately, many buyers are 
looking for all-electric homes.

A 2015 study by the U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration found that 
the number of all-electric homes had 
increased over the previous decade. 
In fact, the EIA study found that 25 
percent of homes in the United States 
used only electricity. All-electric 
homes are generally considered more 
environmentally friendly because 
they lessen homeowners’ carbon foot-
print by reducing their need for fossil 
fuels like natural gas. Electric heat 
pumps, induction stoves and electric 

昀replaces are just some of the technol-
ogies that can be found in all-electric 
homes.

Though the design style of all-elec-
tric homes needn’t be modern, there’s 
no denying that the growing popularity 
of such homes makes them an option 
for homeowners with modern sensibil-
ities.

The rise in all-electric homes
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that list of home 

improvement 
projects?

Give those credit cards a break 
and ask about our loan options.
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Kitchens are the bus-

iest rooms in most 
homes. Kitchens have 
become more than just 
places to prepare meals, 
with many functioning 
as gathering spaces and 
even go-to dining spots 
in homes that do not 
feature formal dining 
rooms.

So much time spent 
in the kitchen makes it 
worthwhile to invest in 
these popular spaces. 
Kitchen renovations are 
high on many home-
owners’ to-do lists, and 
there’s many decisions 
to make once they com-
mit to redoing the room. 
When renovating a kitch-
en, homeowners will 
have to choose which 
countertop material they 
want to install, and the 
following rundown of 
popular options can help 
simplify that decision.

–––
Quartz

Quartz is considered 
a low-maintenance and 
durable countertop ma-
terial. The home im-
provement experts at 
This Old House note 
that quartz counter-
tops are typically 94 
percent ground quartz 
and now come with an 
honed, sandblasted or 
embossed treatment, 
which makes them ap-
pealing to homeowners 
with varying ideas on the 
ideal look of a kitchen 
countertop. Quartz can 

crack if it’s not handled 
properly, and edges and 
corners can chip over 
time. Rounded edges 
can minimize the risk 
of chipping. Costs vary 
by location and product 
availability, but quartz 
typically costs about the 
same as natural stone.

–––
Granite

Consumer Reports 
notes that no two slabs 
of granite are the same, 
and that uniqueness has 
long appealed to home-
owners. Tests run by 
Consumer Reports found 
that heat, cuts and 
scratches did not harm 
granite, though this ma-
terial, like quartz, can 
crack around edges and 
corners. Granite is a 
durable material that, 
if properly maintained, 
can last several decades. 
Granite also is nonpo-
rous, which makes it re-
sistant to bacteria. 

–––
Laminate

Laminate countertops 
appeal to budget-friendly 
homeowners and Con-
sumer Reports notes that 
they’re easy to install. 
Home Depot also notes 
that laminate coun-
tertops come in a wide 
range of colors, textures 
and designs. Laminate 
countertops also are du-
rable, which helps bud-
get-conscious homeown-
ers stretch their dollars 
even further. Laminate 
countertops are easily 

maintained, though it’s 
also easy to permanent-
ly damage them with 
knives, so Consumer 
Reports recommends 
always using a cutting 
board when preparing 
meals on laminate.

––– 
Butcher Block

Butcher block counter-
tops are among the more 
unique options home-
owners may consider. 
Sometimes referred to 
as “wood countertops,” 
butcher block coun-
tertops are made from 
wooden strips that are 
fused together. The home 
improvement experts at 
BobVila.com note that 
butcher block is among 
the more affordable ma-
terials, but the 昀nal cost 
will be dictated by lo-
cation and availability. 
BobVila.com notes that 
butcher block counter-
tops are highly sensitive 
to liquid, so exposure 
to moisture should be 
limited. Sealing butcher 
block countertops imme-
diately after installation 
can help protect against 
bacteria and warping. 
Though butcher blocks 
can be high mainte-
nance, many homeown-
ers 昀nd the unique look 
is well worth the extra 
elbow grease.

Kitchen countertops 
can de昀ne how the room 
looks, and homeowners 
have many options to 
choose from when de-
signing a new kitchen.

What to know about kitchen 
countertop materials
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Vinyl siding is not something that many homeowners may consider painting, 

but it can be done. However, some contractors may not recommend it as the best 
option to overhaul a home. Painting siding means it will only be as durable as the 
paint used. It’s also essential to determine if painting vinyl will void any warran-
ties. Wood or engineered wood or 昀ber cement siding tend to be better options 
than vinyl should you want to switch colors down the line. But vinyl siding can be 
painted if it is done right, and it can be an affordable way to change the look of a 
home without investing in new siding. According to Benjamin Moore Paints, vinyl 
siding that will be painted will need to be cleaned thoroughly, including the remov-
al of any mildew, chalk or dirt, to enhance paint adhesion. Pitted or porous vinyl 
siding always must be primed, but others may not require priming. Choose an 
exterior paint designed for painting on vinyl. Benjamin Moore has a palette called 
Colors for Vinyl that can be used in select exterior paint lines. Two coats of paint 
are recommended. According to BobVila.com, paint for vinyl has acrylic and ure-
thane resins that accommodate the expansion and contraction of vinyl and help 
the paint stick. Also, for the best results, the home improvement experts on the 
site advise painting when temperatures are mild and there is low relative humidity 
and an overcast sky.
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Prior to 昀nancing home improvement projects, 
homeowners typically consider a host of variables, 
including how signi昀cant a return they’re likely to get 
on their investment. Though potential ROI is not the 
determining factor for most homeowners, the cost of 
home renovation projects is so signi昀cant that ROI 
certainly merits consideration. According to Remod-
eling magazine’s “2022 Cost vs. Value Report,” a ga-
rage door replacement recouped the highest percent-
age of homeowners’ initial investment in 2022. The 
average cost of such a project was $4,041 in 2022, 
and homeowners recouped roughly 93 percent of 
that investment at resale.

Metro Creative Services
Water is essential to 

cleaning, but it can be an 
even more powerful as-
set when there is great 
force behind it. This is the 
concept behind pressure 
washers, which are tools 
that spray water at high 
pressure in order to clean 
an assortment of surfaces. 

Pressure washers are 
typically used to clean 
siding, farm equipment, 
industrial machinery, 
concrete patios, and 
much more. The power 
behind pressure washers 
can cause injury. In fact, 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
says pressure washers 
can cause of a host of in-
uries, including:

n The strong spray can 
cause serious wounds. 
High-pressured water 
can cut through 昀esh.

n The fast, strong 
spray can strike objects 
and toss them powerfully 
into others who are close 
by.

n Electric shock may 
occur if the pressure 
washer is not used prop-
erly.

n The force from the 
washer can knock a per-
son off balance, whether 
operating the tool on the 
ground or while on a lad-
der.

In most cases, injuries 
due to pressure washer 
usage are entirely pre-
ventable. Those who plan 
to use pressure wash-
ers should always do so 
with safety in mind. Here 
are some precautions to 
take.

n Identify potential 
hazards. Identify poten-
tial hazards with each 
different surface before 
beginning the job. Weath-
er, personal fatigue, slip-
pery surfaces and nearby 
electrical hazards can in-
crease injury risk. 

n Read the manual 
so you fully understand 
how to operate the wash-
er. Read the instruction 
manual and practice us-
ing the tool before you 

put it to use on the task 
at hand. Learn how to 
operate the machine and 
all accessories. Figure 
out how to shut it off in 
a hurry. Determine if it 
is safe to use an exten-
sion cord on an electric 
model. 

n Wear protective 
gear. Closed-toe shoes 
are a must because the 
water spray can cause 
lacerations. Be sure the 
shoes are non-slip or 
work boots. Full-length 
pants and a long-sleeved 
shirt can protect users 
from 昀ying debris. Wear 

eye protection whenev-
er operating the washer. 
OSHA guidelines recom-
mend a full face shield 
for water pressure higher 
than 2,000 psi to avoid 
eye or head injury. Wa-
terproof gloves also are 
wise to provide better 
grip. Ear protection for 
a gas-powered pres-
sure washer can protect 
against hearing loss.

n Start off with the 
widest spray. Pressure 
washers often include 
various nozzles or nozzle 
settings that may range 
from a 65-degree mist to 

a zero-degree pinpoint 
jet. Most people never 
need to use the most in-
tense jet sprays. Begin 
washing with the wid-
est angle spray tip, from 
around two feet away, 
to test cleaning capabil-
ities, and adjust nozzle 
and distance as neces-
sary, according to Pres-
sureWasher.com

Pressure washers help 
clean any number of sur-
faces. Safety must always 
be the top priority when 
using these potentially 
dangerous machines.

Safety when pressure washing
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Mold is a type of fungi 

that is found both indoors 
and outdoors. When mold 
grows inside, the health 
of people who spend time 
in the home or business 
where it grows can be in 
jeopardy. 

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, moldy 
environments may cause 
stuffy nose, wheezing, 
red or itchy eyes, and 
even skin conditions. The 
Institute of Medicine re-
ports there is suf昀cient 
evidence to link indoor 
exposure to mold with 
asthma symptoms, as 
well as hypersensitivity 
pneumonitis in certain in-
dividuals. Certain molds 
are toxigenic, meaning 
they can produce toxins, 
says the CDC. Though 
there are very few reports 
of toxigenic molds found 
inside homes, when pres-
ent, they can cause rare 
health conditions.

No one wants mold in 
their homes, as it’s not 
only unhealthy, but also 
unsightly. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency 

says there is no practi-
cal way to eliminate all 
mold and mold spores in 
an indoor environment. 
Certain rooms and spac-
es warrant careful in-
spection since they are 
more vulnerable to mold 
growth. Mold spores take 
root in areas where there 
is ample moisture. Con-
trolling moisture indoors 
is key to controlling mold. 
Here are some mold-vul-
nerable spots that merit 
some extra attention on 
the part of homeowners.

–––
Bathrooms

Bathrooms generate a 
lot of moisture through 
showering and bathing. 
Bathrooms need to be 
vented to the outdoors 
with an exhaust fan. 
If there is no fan, one 
should be installed. If 
that’s not possible, open 
a bathroom window to air 
out the room after bath-
ing. Wipe down surfaces 
in the bathroom to dry 
them and keep mold at a 
minimum.

–––
Laundry area

Clothes dryers are 

moisture-generating ap-
pliances that should be 
properly exhausted to 
the outdoors. Homeown-
ers also should make 
sure that washing ma-
chines and utility sinks 
are working properly and 
there are no leaks that 
can cause mold growth 
behind or underneath the 
structures.

–––
Kitchen

Mold also may grow 
in kitchens. Look under 
the sink and by the dish-
washer for any leaks and 
areas susceptible to mold 
Ventilating cooking areas 
can help reduce moisture 

in the area as well, says 
the CDC. 

–––
Basement

Homeowners who have 
basements or crawl spac-
es could be breeding mold 

down there unknowingly, 
particularly if the areas 
are un昀nished. Moisture, 
warmth and darkness 
are prime conditions for 
mold growth. A dehumid-
i昀er can be utilized in the 
basement to help reduce 
the moisture saturation 
in this space. Also, check 
for leaky pipes or win-
dows that may contribute 
to mold growth. Humidity 
levels in a home should be 
kept between 30 and 50 
percent to help limit mold 
formation.

–––
Attic

Although an attic may 
not be a spot homeowners 
frequent regularly, it’s a 

good idea to get up there 
and look for potential 
mold problems. According 
to the North Carolina De-
partment of Health, in the 
winter when buildings are 
heated, mold often grows 
in cold, uninsulated exte-
rior walls where building 
surfaces are relatively cold 
compared to the indoors. 
Attics without proper in-
sulation could be vulnera-
ble to mold growth. Roofs 
also may be compromised 
by weather, causing leaks 
into the attic.

Mold can be found any-
where in a home, but is 
more likely to grow in cer-
tain spaces.

Controlling moisture alleviates likelihood of mold

Metro Creative Services
Despite its reputation as the most formidable type of mold individuals can 昀nd in 
their homes, black mold is similar to other indoor molds in regard to its effects on 
human health. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, black 
mold, or stachybotrys chartarum, isn’t any more harmful than other types of mold, 
including cladosporium, penicillium, aspergillus, and alternaria. The reputation 
of black mold, which can look black or greenish-black, likely has something to do 
with its appearance. But homeowners still have reason to be fearful of mold in their 
homes, regardless of what color the mold may be. That’s because mold can lead to a 
host of unwelcome health problems, including stuffy nose, sore throat, coughing or 
wheezing, burning eyes, or skin rash. Symptoms may be even worse for people with 
asthma and mold allergies.
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Certain areas of a home are more likely to draw the 
interest of prospective buyers when a house goes on 
the market. When that day comes, many realtors 
and homeowners rely on staging to make a home as 
attractive as possible during an open house or ap-
pointment viewing. According to a 2019 report from 
the National Association of Realtors, staging the liv-
ing room is most important for buyers, with 47 per-
cent of buyers indicating a well-staged living room 
had an effect on their view of the home. The own-
er’s suite (42 percent) and the kitchen (35 percent) 
were found to be the next most important rooms 
to stage. Though the report is generally concerned 
with selling a home, the conclusions in the report 
are something renovation-minded homeowners can 
keep in mind. If prospective buyers are most im-
pressed by well-staged living rooms, owner’s’ suites 
and kitchens, it stands to reason that those same 
rooms, when well-designed and recently renovated, 
will elicit a similarly positive reaction if homeowners 
ultimately decide to sell their homes in the future. 

Metro Creative Services
Insulation can go a 

long way toward making 
a home more comfort-
able. Insulation reduces 
the transfer of heat from 
indoors and outdoors 
so homes stay more 
comfortable in both the 
winter and summer. In-
sulation also can block 
exterior noise. A prop-
erly insulated home is 
a must, particularly in 
the wake of rising ener-
gy costs. Insulation will 
help a home be more 
energy ef昀cient.

Insulation is easily 
taken for granted. The 
following are some facts 
about insulation and 
home ef昀ciency that 
illustrate how much 

homeowners can bene昀t 
from upgrading their in-
sulation.

n Insulation is made 
from a variety of materi-
als, including 昀berglass, 
wool, cellulose, and spray 
foam. 

n Unless damaged, 
insulation lasts for the 
life of the building. Some 
settling of insulation may 
occur, particularly with 
loose-昀ll type insulation, 
and gaps can be 昀lled in.

n During the Middle 
Ages, walls of homes were 
stuffed with straw and 
mud to help keep out the 
cold. It is one of the 昀rst 
documented types of in-
sulation.

n According to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 

Agency, insulation saves 
more than 600 times 
more energy each year 
than compact 昀uorescent 
lights, Energy Star Appli-
ances, and Energy Star 
windows combined. 

n For every BTU con-
sumed in the production 
of insulation each year, 
12 BTUs are saved by the 
use of insulation, says A+ 
Insulation of Kansas City.

n An insulating materi-
al’s resistance to heat 昀ow 
is measured in terms of 
its thermal resistance, or 
R-value. The higher the 
R-value, the greater the 
insulating effectiveness. 
An insulation contrac-
tor can let a homeowner 
know how much insula-
tion and what R-value is 

recommended for his or 
her climate.

n Manufacturers con-
tinue to experiment with 
insulation materials. En-
vironmentally friendly op-
tions include recycled cot-
ton denim, paper or plant 
cellulose, and sheep’s 
wool.

n Large pieces of in-
sulation are called batts. 
Traditionally they are 
made from pink 昀ber-
glass, which is extreme-
ly 昀ne woven glass. It’s 
important to realize 昀-
berglass insulation can 
release small particles or 
昀bers in the air when dis-
turbed, so respiratory pro-
tection and gloves should 
be used when handling to 
reduce risk of irritation.

Fact: Insulation leads to efficiency

Metro Creative Services
Fireplaces are useful features in a home. Fireplaces are 

sources of ambient heat and also add style to indoor spac-
es. 

Fireplaces can complement just about any interior style. 
Fireplaces can be traditional and burn wood or connect 
to a home’s natural gas supply for on-demand ambiance. 
What’s more, 昀replaces may come in vented or ventless va-
rieties, depending on homeowners’ preferences and what 
is allowed by community building codes. That means a 
chimney or 昀ue may not be needed — expanding the list 
of rooms where a 昀replace can be installed.

Certain trends have emerged among 昀replace fans in 
recent years. Here’s a look at what’s getting consumers 
昀red up about these home decor elements.

n Minimalist style: Many 昀replaces are designed in 
neutral colors with minimal trim that directs focus on the 
昀re and not the appliance. When the 昀replace is not in 
use, it blends in with surroundings and will not compete 
for attention with other design elements.

n Convertible 昀replaces: Homeowners can choose be-
tween open or sealed 昀replaces. A convertible 昀replace 
enables homeowners to have the best features of these 
options. A convertible 昀replace can be converted to wood 
from gas, or the opposite, in as little as 30 minutes.

n Nature-inspired materials: Natural stone continues 
to be a material of choice in 昀replace surrounds. Light 
colors work well for a 昀replace, and also 昀t with today’s 
lighter color interior design preferences. Natural stone also 
works perfectly with both contemporary and rustic decor.

n Vintage 昀replaces: Vintage continues to be a buzz-
word in 2022, and the choice to go vintage also applies to 
昀replace styles. A room decorated in vintage elements can 
be complemented with a vintage 昀replace or one designed 
to look vintage.

n Integrate into wall decor: Fireplaces that are built 
right into a wall save space. One can have a television 
and a 昀replace on the same wall. These types of 昀replaces 
work well in modern home designs. Other 昀replaces may 
be built into bookshelves or other wall features.

Fireplace trends help create 
attractive, comfortable rooms
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Metro Creative Services
No two homes are ex-

actly alike. While homes 
typically feature certain 
common amenities, even 
in planned communities 
homeowners do their best 
to set their homes apart 
from others in the devel-
opment. 

Certain areas of a home 
may initially garner less 
attention than others. 
This often is the case 
with small washrooms, 
sometimes called pow-
der rooms or guest bath-
rooms, as well as laundry 
areas. Despite their utili-
tarian nature, bathrooms 
and laundry rooms can 
often bene昀t from some 
better organization. The 
following are some ways 
to maximize storage and 
function in these spaces.

–––
Bathroom

Apart from a vanity 
and possibly a medicine 
cabinet, many bathroom 
layouts tend to be pretty 
sparse in terms of stor-

age. So it is up to home-
owners to introduce more 
storage and organization-
al function.

n Over-toilet shelv-
ing: Freestanding units 
are available from many 
different retailers, but 
they may lack aesthet-
ic appeal. Homeowners 
can install open shelves 
above the toilet that co-
ordinate with the style of 
the home. Use them to 
store extra towels or dis-
play decorative items.

n Streamlined contain-
ers: Invest in coordinat-
ing storage containers 
(clear are preferable) so 
that all items can be uni-
formly put away. First 
sort through all items 
to determine which size 
containers are necessary 
and how many are re-
quired.

n Conceal toilet pa-
per: Homeowners want 
to have bath tissue on 
hand, but simply placing 
it near the toilet can look 
cluttered or unsightly. 

Use decorative baskets 
to house one or two extra 
rolls and place on shelv-
ing or on the toilet tank 
itself. 

n Freestanding cabi-
net: Those lucky enough 
to have linen closets in 
their bathrooms can keep 
everything behind closed 
doors. In small bathrooms 
this may not be possible. 
However, a freestanding 
cabinet, similar to a kitch-
en pantry cabinet, can be 
used if there is space for 
it. Store all of the linens 
and other items inside.

–––
Laundry

Laundry rooms can be 
very organized or a catch-
all space for objects that 
simply do not 昀t in other 
rooms in the home. Per-
fecting laundry room or-
ganization can take some 
effort.

n Folding station: A 
laundry room is more 
useful with a folding sta-
tion. It can be a separate 
counter over cabinetry, 

or innovative homeown-
ers build a counter over 
front-loading washing 
machines and dryers.

n Utilize wall space: 
Use hooks and shelving 
to get items off the 昀oor 
or counters. Use them to 
hold brooms, mops, iron-
ing boards, detergent, and 

much more.
n Invest in a pedestal 

storage drawer: Laundry 
pedestal storage drawers 
can be used to keep dryer 
sheets, laundry pods and 
additional supplies out of 
view. 

n Use space-saving 
cabinetry: Pull out draw-

ers and cabinets can be 
used to hold hampers, 
ironing boards, and oth-
er frequently used items 
without cluttering up the 
room. 

Organizing bathrooms 
and wash rooms can give 
these spaces a cleaner, 
more impressive look.

Organizational tips for bathrooms and laundry spaces

Metro Creative Services
Windows in a home are 

easy to take for granted. 
Unless windows are show-
ing signs of wear and tear 
or so dirty that it’s hard 
to see through them, it’s 
easy for them to go unno-
ticed. However, replace-
ment windows can add 
value to a home and even 
save homeowners a sub-
stantial amount of money.

Much of the savings 
that can be attributed to 
new windows is related 
to energy ef昀ciency. The 
Of昀ce of Energy Ef昀cien-
cy and Renewable Energy 
estimates that as much 

as 30 percent of heating 
and cooling energy can be 
lost through heat gain or 
heat loss, and aging, inef-
昀cient windows contribute 
to such losses. Replacing 
those windows can save 
homeowners substantial 
amounts of money, with 
one expert at Angi esti-
mating that installation of 
energy ef昀cient windows 
can help trim energy bills 
by as much as 12 percent.

Cost savings are often 
noted when 昀rms promote 
replacement windows, 
but homeowners should 
know that replacement 
windows also provide nu-

merous additional bene-
昀ts. In fact, the following 
are three great reasons for 
homeowners to consider 
upgrading their windows 
today.

n New windows help 
reduce carbon footprint. 
The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency reports 
that replacing single-pane 
windows with ENERGY 
STAR® certi昀ed windows 
can help to reduce CO2 
emissions by a signi昀cant 
margin. The EPA reports 
that such windows can 
save the equivalent of as 
much as 6,200 pounds of 
CO2 emissions thanks to 

reduced energy consump-
tion associated with the 
new windows.

n New windows can 
brighten a home. Natu-
ral light brightens a room 
and can make it appear 
larger. Homeowners who 
have grown accustomed 
to old windows may not 
realize how little light 
such windows let into 
their homes. Aging win-
dows can become foggy 
over time and prevent 
natural light from get-
ting into a home. That 
can create a gloomy feel 
and force homeowners to 
turn up the thermostat 

on cold days. New win-
dows brighten the home 
and the natural light that 
pours in on a cold day 
can help heat the home 
at the same time.

n New windows cut 
down on noise. Window 
manufacturers are al-
ways on the lookout for 
ways to produce windows 
that make homes more 
comfortable. Noise reduc-
tion is one way to accom-
plish that goal, and Con-
sumer Reports notes that 
triple-glazed windows 
can help to dramatical-
ly reduce outside noise. 
Homeowners who cur-

rently have single-pane 
windows may be aston-
ished by the difference in 
outside noise levels when 
upgrading to triple-glazed 
windows, which contain a 
third layer of glass. That 
third layer of glass signi昀-
cantly reduces noise lev-
els, making triple-glaze 
windows ideal for homes 
on busy streets or those 
in urban areas with lots 
of foot traf昀c.

Replacement windows 
pay numerous dividends. 
Homeowners can reap 
these rewards and others 
by replacing aging win-
dows.

3 great reasons to replace aging windows
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